
The Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy works hard to balance public access and use with the protection of natural features, 
unique habitats and scenic beauty on conservation lands. To help people engage with the land, the Conservancy offers many educational 
hikes and other events (along with volunteer opportunities) throughout the year. Registration is required as updates or cancellations will 
be communicated with registered participants via email. Details & registration: gtrlc.org/events/ or (231) 929.7911

For more: Visit GTRLC.ORG/events, call (231) 929.7911 or email Michelle: mfielstra@gtrlc.org

AUGUST

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2: 1PM 

Priority Landscapes Learning Series—Nature and the Mind  
a presentation with author Marc G. Berman, PhD and Author @ Mitchell Creek Meadows: The Don and Jerry Oleson Nature Preserve

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 19: 10AM 

Marsh Wildflower Hike with Paula Dreeszen @ Arcadia Marsh Nature Preserve

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 26: 5:30PM 

Priority Landscapes Learning Series—The Composition of Habitat: Ecological Sentinels as Art  
artist reception featuring Dana Falconberry with guest host, Dana Black @ Mitchell Creek Meadows: The Don and Jerry Oleson Nature Preserve

SEPTEMBER

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16: 5:30PM

Priority Landscapes Learning Series—Restoring the Mitchell Creek Watershed: A Collaborative Success Story in the Making
with GTRLC’s director of stewardship, Chris Garrock, and project partners from Conservation Resource Alliance, the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa 
and Chippewa Indians and The Watershed Center @ Mitchell Creek Meadows: The Don and Jerry Oleson Nature Preserve

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23: 5:30PM

Priority Landscapes Learning Series—Priority Landscapes: How We Identify and Protect “The Best of the Best”
with GTRLC land protection specialist, Claire Herman @ Mitchell Creek Meadows: The Don and Jerry Oleson Nature Preserve

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30: 5:30PM 
Priority Landscapes Learning Series—Listening to the Land: Management Decision-making with Consideration to People, 
Plants and Animals a conversation with GTRLC’s Chris Garrock, Steve Lagerquist and Angie Bouma, moderated by IPR’s climate solutions  
reporter, Vivian La  @ Mitchell Creek Meadows: The Don and Jerry Oleson Nature Preserve

OCTOBER

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1: 10AM 

Priority Landscapes Learning Series—Culminating Hike at The Ridge Nature Preserve 
with GTRLC’s Angie Bouma, Steve Lagerquist, Charlie MacDonald and Kate Pearson 

PUBLIC EVENTS AND HIKES
FALL 2026



CENTRAL REGION

FRIDAYS, SEPTEMBER 4, 11, AND 18: 9:45AM 
Trail Building @ The Ridge

WEDNESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 9, 23, AND 30: 9:45AM 
Ecological Restoration @ Mitchell Creek Meadows

* SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26: 10AM
	 Ecological Restoration @ Pyatt Lake

THURSDAYS, SEPTEMBER 24 AND OCTOBER 29: 1PM  
Gratitude Gatherings @ The Conservation Center

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7: 9:45PM
Seed Collection @ Turtle Cove

* FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9: 3:30PM
	 Ecological Restoration @ Mitchell Creek Meadows

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14: 9:45AM 
Seed Collection @ Mitchell Creek Meadows

* SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17: 10AM
	 Seed Collection @ Mitchell Creek Meadows

* SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14: 10AM
	 Seed Processing @ Mitchell Creek Meadows

NORTHEAST REGION

THURSDAYS, SEPTEMBER 3 AND 10: 9:45AM 
Trail Building @ Upper Manistee Headwaters Preserve –  
Perch Lake Trailhead

THURSDAYS, SEPTEMBER 17 AND OCTOBER 15: 9:45PM
Ecological Restoration @ Maplehurst Natural Area

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8: 9:45AM
Ecological Restoration @ Torch River Ridge

THURSDAYS, SEPTEMBER 24, OCTOBER 1 AND 22: 9:45AM
Ecological Restoration @ Maple Bay

* SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24: 10AM
	 Seed Collection @ Maple Bay Farm

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
FALL 2026

Through volunteering with the Conservancy, you can care for incredible places across northern Michigan that help foster future generations of 
environmental stewardship. Times, dates and locations are subject to change. If you have any questions about volunteer events, please contact 
Erica: edesjardins@gtrlc.org or (231) 929.7911.

* These work sessions are scheduled for times that are convenient for students and working adults. Perfect for those interested 
in conservation, needing community service hours or meeting class requirements. The general public is also welcome to attend.

SOUTHWEST/ COASTAL REGION

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1: 9:45AM 
Invasive Species Removal @ Birch Point Nature Preserve

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21: 9:45AM
Ecological Restoration @  Misty Acres Farm

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8: 9:45AM 
Ecological Restoration @  Arcadia Dunes – Grassland

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11: 9AM
Ecological Restoration @ Elberta Beach

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15: 9:45AM 
Ecological Restoration @ Arcadia Dunes – Abby’s Woods Trailhead

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16: 10AM
Ecological Restoration @ Elberta Dunes South Natural Area

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29: 9:45AM 
Ecological Restoration @ Arcadia Dunes – St. Pierre Trailhead

* TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29: 3:30PM 
	 Ecological Restoration @ Arcadia Dunes – Cowbog

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6: 9:45AM
Vegetation Trimming @ Arcadia Marsh

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20: 9:45AM
Seed Collection @ Arcadia Dunes – Grassland

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27: 9:45AM
Fence Removal @ Arcadia Marsh


