
The High Bluff Dunes Nature Sanctuary is a high-
quality example of a perched Great Lakes dune system. 
It contains 22 acres of coastal moraine bluff and boreal 
forest habitats, as well as 563 feet of frontage along Lake 
Michigan. By adding a 10-acre parcel to the sanctuary, the 
Conservancy has an opportunity to further protect this 
ecologically significant habitat.

The proposed addition is situated to the north of the 
current sanctuary, between Lake Michigan and M-22. The 
state designates the majority of the property as Critical 
Dune, which regulates certain activities but does not 
strictly prohibit development.

Like the existing sanctuary, the property is home to a 
variety of plants that exclusively grow on Great Lakes 
dunes, including Pitcher’s thistle, a state and federally-
threatened species, and the state-threatened Lake Huron 
locust. 

In addition to the protection of these sensitive species, 
the property’s preservation would safeguard critical 
feeding and resting habitat for many birds that use Lake 
Michigan’s coast as a migration corridor. Numerous rare 
bird species, including the state-threatened Caspian tern 
and merlin, and the state-endangered peregrine falcon, 
have been documented along this stretch of shoreline.

In terms of water quality, the property’s protection 
would safeguard an additional 300 feet of Lake Michigan 

shoreline and protect the moraine bluff, which is 
currently experiencing significant erosion due to 
its steep slopes and recent, historically high water 
levels. The property also contains a unique spring 
that emerges from the bluff face and flows into 
the lake.

Additionally, the protection of Lake Michigan 
coastal dune systems is a priority under 
numerous federal programs, including 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Coastal and Estuarine Land 
Conservation Program, the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service Coastal Program, and the Department of 
Interior Joint Venture Program. 

Your gift will:

Total cost of this project is: $248,165

•	 Protect 10 acres of rare and critical dune 
habitat, preventing future development

•	 Preserve over 300 feet of Lake Michigan 
shoreline

•	 Safeguard several species endemic to 
Great Lakes Dunes

HIGH BLUFF DUNES NATURE SANCTUARY 
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August, 2023

SUPPORT THIS PROJECT

Contact: 
Marissa Duque, Director of Fund Development
p: 231.922.1261
e: mduque@gtrlc.org

*In the event that fundraising support for a project 
exceeds the original project fundraising goal, the 
Conservancy will allocate the overage to purposes that 
the Conservancy determines further its mission, such as 
organizational costs, to protect additional land, or to care 
for the long-term stewardship of protected land.
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