
With a myriad of wildlife habitats, an extensive trail 
system, and substantial river frontage, Upper Manistee 
Headwaters: The Milock Family Preserve (UMHP) is 
one of the most impressive protected areas in all of 
northern Michigan. Now, the Conservancy has an 
opportunity to expand the protection of this incredible 
place with a 70-acre addition.

Situated directly west of the nature preserve, the 
proposed addition provides a critical natural
buffer to safeguard the UMHP’s sensitive habitats. 
Enormous white pines tower over the property, which 
predominantly consists of dry-mesic northern forest 
with forested bog and northern shrub swamp habitat 
along the Manistee River. 

With close to 770 feet of frontage along the river’s 
north branch, a state-designated Natural River and a 
high-quality trout stream, the protection of this parcel 
also preserves water quality and stream habitat in the 
beloved Manistee River watershed.

While ecological surveys are currently underway, 
experts believe the property likely supports a diverse 
array of flora and fauna, similar to its neighboring 
preserve. Considering UMHP ranks among the 
most ecologically significant and rare habitats in 
the state, protection of this addition would enhance 
the preserve’s exceptional biodiversity and natural 
wetlands. Wetlands are some of the most important 
yet fragile ecosystems in the world; they provide food 

and habitat for an immense variety of wildlife, 
safeguard water quality, protect communities from 
flooding, sequester carbon from the atmosphere, 
and more. 

A globally rare natural feature known as a heron 
rookery was discovered nearby on Perch Lake, 
suggesting that the property may be crucial to the 
bird’s nesting success. Sensitive to any disturbance, 
Great Blue Herons typically build their nesting 
colonies near undeveloped rivers, lakes, and ponds 
and often forage in nearby wetlands.

Your gift will:

• Provide a natural buffer to safeguard 
rare and significant wildlife habitats 
of Upper Manistee Headwaters: The 
Milock Family Preserve

• Preserve sensitive wetland habitats 
for diverse species

• Safeguard water quality in the 
Manistee River watershed

UPPER MANISTEE HEADWATERS: 
THE MILOCK FAMILY PRESERVE
Addition II (Proposed)

3860 N. Long Lake Rd., Ste. D Traverse City, MI 49684 231.929.7911www.gtrlc.org

SUPPORT THIS PROJECT

Contact: 
Marissa Duque, Director of Fund Development
p: 231.922.1261
e: mduque@gtrlc.org

July, 2022

*In the event that fundraising support for a project 
exceeds the original project fundraising goal, the 
Conservancy will allocate the overage to purposes that 
the Conservancy determines further its mission, such as 
organizational costs, to protect additional land, or to care 
for the long-term stewardship of protected land.

The total cost of this project is $199,344. 
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