
The Conservancy has a chance to improve access to 
one of its oldest, most beloved, and most ecologically 
significant properties.

A recent addition to Pyatt Lake: The Bill Carls Nature 
Preserve presents the opportunity to build a new 
trailhead and parking area for the preserve and connect 
the new entrance to the existing trail system. 

Presently, visitors can only access Pyatt Lake from 
a seasonal, unmaintained road in a quiet residential 
area, where there is limited parking available. With the 
addition, the preserve now connects to Peninsula Drive, 
enabling GTRLC to build a new trailhead and parking 
area allowing easy, year-round access to Pyatt Lake.

We hope to connect the new parking area to the 
existing trail system following a corridor of upland 
terrain through the northern section of the preserve 
to Pyatt Road. A half-mile aggregate trail and a small 
footbridge over a seasonal stream will allow visitors a 
chance to explore a previously inaccessible section of 
the preserve while protecting the property’s sensitive 
ecological features.

Along with two more acquisitions to the southwest 
corner of the preserve, the new addition also opens 
up the opportunity to explore a long-held dream of 

the community and GTRLC - a loop trail encircling 
Pyatt Lake. To understand the feasibility of such a 
trail, as part of this effort we will secure funding to 
evaluate the fundraising needs, staff capacity and 
potential timeline. 

Your gift will:

•	 Provide year-round access to one of 
the region’s most botanically diverse 
natural areas

•	 Alleviate congestion at the preserve’s 
current parking area and trailhead

•	 Connect the trail to a previously 
unreachable section of the preserve

•	 Help with understanding the feasibility 
of a loop trail system around Pyatt Lake

PYATT LAKE: 
THE BILL CARLS NATURE PRESERVE
Proposed Trail and Access Improvements

3860 N. Long Lake Rd., Ste. D Traverse City, MI 49684 231.929.7911www.gtrlc.org

SUPPORT THIS PROJECT

Contact: 
Marissa Duque, Director of Fund Development
p: 231.922.1261
e: mduque@gtrlc.org

July, 2022

*In the event that fundraising support for a project 
exceeds the original project fundraising goal, the 
Conservancy will allocate the overage to purposes that 
the Conservancy determines further its mission, such as 
organizational costs, to protect additional land, or to care 
for the long-term stewardship of protected land.

The total cost of this project is $121,346*.
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