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Dear Friends: For land trust professionals, there is no 
greater satisfaction than removing the “no trespassing” 
signs after closing a deal on land not previously open to 
the public. When it happens on a pristine parcel of Lake 
Michigan shoreline you’ve been working to protect for 
more than 25 years, you have to conclude that sometimes 
dreams really do come true.

�is was the case recently 
when we helped the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources 
acquire a critical addition to the 
Petobego State Game Area on 
East Bay. Everyone who loves the 
Great Lakes can be thankful that 
the Pulcipher and Sleder families 
recognized the value in preserving 
their family legacies for all time by 
putting their trust in us.

As I get older, I appreciate even 
more what an awesome responsibility it is to be entrusted 
with the long-term stewardship of what is now more than 
40,000 acres representing some of northern Michigan’s 
most unique and sensitive land.

I am reminded of a weighty dinner table conversation 
my wife Becky and I had not too long ago with our three 
sons about our intentions to make a planned gift to the 
Conservancy. Prior to sitting down, I was pretty nervous 
about how the boys might react to hearing that we were 
contemplating diverting a portion of their inheritance.

With dessert on the table, Becky and I laid out what we 
were hoping to do and why it was so important that the 
founding CEO of the Conservancy and his wife become 
members of the Vanguard Society. Our oldest son quickly 
spoke up and said, “Dad, why are you so nervous?” He 
then said matter-of-factly, “Of course you should make a 
planned gift to the Conservancy. We love all the places the 
Conservancy has protected and so will our kids someday.” 
William then ticked off the names of his favorite 
Conservancy-protected natural areas. At that, Martin  

and Leonard chimed in, agreeing that we 
should make a planned gift and adding their 
own top ten lists.

At that moment, I realized that making a 
planned gift to support the permanency of 

the Conservancy’s 
mission was simply a 
different, yet equally 
important and 
maybe even more 
profound, form of 
inheritance. �e 
“forever” part of our 
mission is a sacred 
obligation, one that 
Conservancy board 
and staff take very 
seriously as we 
work to set aside a 

permanent stewardship endowment fund 
so that, no matter what, we will always 
be in a position to care for lands such as 
that incredible unspoiled shoreline on East 
Grand Traverse Bay.

�e good news is that plenty of 
Conservancy supporters are making 
similar commitments. Our Vanguard Society 
is growing at an unprecedented pace. Now 
that’s what hope for the future looks like, 
and we are so thankful for those who invest 
in the permanency of our mission, knowing 
that this gift is one that will keep giving. 
Indeed, it is not a stretch to say that future 
generations will be proud of our foresight.  
I know my own kids will be.

A LETTER FROM GLEN CHOWN 

A Different Kind of Inheritance

Michigan DNR Director Keith Creagh, left with Glen Chown at the 
Petobego State Game Area addition.

Glen Chown, GTRLC Executive Director
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To say Bob Dean has been a part of the Grand Traverse 
Regional Land Conservancy since day one would actually  
be an understatement.

Even before GTRLC opened its doors in 1991, Dean was 
involved in a committee formed by Rotary Charities to 
explore the possibility of a land trust in the Grand Traverse 
Region. GTRLC was borne from that group’s efforts, with 
many on the committee eventually serving as board 
members for the new conservancy.

Bob and his wife Arlene have been steadfast supporters  
of GTRLC since those early days. In addition to Bob serving  
on GTRLC’s board, the Deans have also been regular donors 
and enthusiastic participants in GTRLC activities.

�eir support stems from their strong belief in the 
Conservancy’s mission of land protection. Like so many  
others who support GTRLC, they do it with future 
generations in mind.

“�at’s what it’s all about; it’s why we do it. Conserving 
property for perpetuity so it will be here for our kids and 
grandkids  — and our great grandkids at this point too,”  
Bob said.

Bob, 90, is a Traverse City native and former lumber company 
executive with deep ties in Grand Traverse County. Arlene, 
likewise, is a Leland native with those same deep ties in 
Leelanau County. �e couple met while working at Morgan-
McCool, a fruit company that for decades operated a large 
processing plant where Union Street meets Grandview 
Parkway near the Open Space.

GTRLC Executive Director Glen Chown said the Deans are 
true community leaders whose long and deep ties to the 
region help them appreciate the Conservancy’s purpose.

“�ey have a perspective on the changes 
this region has gone through and a real 
appreciation for our mission — they get it, 
and that’s why they’re so passionate about 
it,” Chown said. “�ey’ve really put their 
heart and soul into our mission since day 
one, and it’s just so wonderful that they’re 
still supporting it.”

�e Deans not long ago decided that GTRLC 
would get a portion of their estate through a 
mechanism known as a charitable remainder 
trust. Under these arrangements, donors 
draw income from the trust until they die, 
and the remainder is given to at least one 
beneficiary of the donors’ choosing.

“We had a chunk of money, and we needed 
to find a place to put it. �is vehicle was a 
great choice…it really is good for everyone,” 
Dean said.

Over the years, several donors have used 
or plan to use charitable remainder trusts 
to give to GTRLC.

“It’s like having your cake and eating it, 
too,” Chown said.

“It’s good for 
everyone”
LONGTIME SUPPORTERS BOOST 
GTRLC WITH PLANNED GIFT

To learn more about charitable remainder trusts, or for other giving questions, 
contact Anthony Rupard at (231) 929-7911 or arupard@gtrlc.org
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Maplehurst 
Moves Ahead
GTRLC STILL SEEKS FUNDING 
FOR BEAUTIFUL NATURAL AREA

Looking south over the former Camp Maplehurst property, with Torch Lake on the left and Elk Lake and Grand Traverse Bay in the distance.

To Bob Kingon, the former Camp Maplehurst 
property is a land of opportunity.

Kingon serves on Milton Township’s parks and 
recreation committee. He and others at the 
township are in the planning stages for a new 
natural area at Maplehurst after GTRLC helped 
the township successfully apply for a $1.8 million 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant.

Although there are many steps left in the process — 
and nearly $1.9 million still left to raise — Kingon 
and others at the township envision a natural area 
that packs a punch when it comes to activities. 
Fishing, snowshoeing, hiking, non-motorized 
boating, bird-watching — the list seems endless 
when you have 400 acres that completely enclose 
a beautiful inland lake.

“It’s a unique piece of land with beautiful views, 
and there’s a lot of potential for activities there,” 
Kingon said. “We’re very excited about it.”

Township Treasurer Liz Atkinson echoed those 
sentiments.

“We’re really thrilled — this is a tremendous 
opportunity to provide some outdoor resources 
for people to enjoy,” she said. “It’s going to be a 
wonderful thing to have that much land earmarked 
forever for the public.”

Maplehurst operated as a summer camp for more 
than 50 years, and most buildings will be torn down 
as part of the transformation from camp to natural 
area. GTRLC is managing the demolition process, 
which may begin this year.

“It’s going to be a truly natural area,” Kingon said. “I 
would expect that we would — at the most — develop 
bathrooms, a pavilion and maybe a fishing pier. It’s 
just going to be a wonderful and natural place where 
people and their families come to enjoy themselves.”

The eastern edge of the property contains 
beautifully wooded slopes that will be ideal for a 
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GTRLC needs to raise $1.9 
million for a local match 
to the trust fund grant, 
the cost of immediate 
stewardship (including 
building demolition) and 
an endowment for the 
property’s care. To help, 
or for more information, 
contact Anthony Rupard 
at arupard@gtrlc.org or 
(231) 929-7911.

WHY SAVE MAPLEHURST?
Water Quality �e thickly 
forested ridge at Maplehurst 
serves an important role in 
filtering water that runs into 
Torch Lake.

Community Conservation 
Maplehurst will provide a 
wonderful set of outdoor 
recreation opportunities for 
residents of and visitors to 
Milton Township.

Wildlife Habitat A diverse 
variety of habitats provide 
ample opportunities for 
feeding, nesting and shelter.
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on a variety of topics 
and encouraging 
campers to explore 
themes of leadership 
and knowledge. More 
than 10,000 young 
people camped at 
Maplehurst over its 
nearly six decade run.

For many of those 
children, especially 
those from urban areas 
like Detroit or Chicago, 
visits to Maplehurst 
were their first 
exposure to nature. 
Campers took field 
trips to Sleeping Bear 
Dunes, local farms and 
other attractions.

“Many of them came 
from a place where 
they hadn’t really 
been exposed to silence, or visions of the galaxy and 
stars,” Laurence Cohn said. “We really made nature an 
emphasis.”

Cohn, who closed the Camp in 2011 after several years 
of decreased enrollment, said he and his family — and 
likely thousands of former campers — are happy to 
know the land will become public.

“I think it’s just wonderful. �ere are thousands of 
alumni that probably will come back, and it makes 
me feel wonderful that the place is being protected so 
that they and their kids can always come and enjoy it,” 
he said. “It’s nice that the land will still be intact from 
an ecological view.”

Although the camp is forever closed, Cohn hopes the 
natural area carries on the spirit of what his family 
established at Maplehurst.

“If nothing else, just having a place where you can bring 
the kids and tell them: ‘Put the cell phones down and 
let’s just listen for a few minutes — let’s just look at the 
stars,’” he said. “�at would make me feel good.”

trail system, something that has 
excited township officials since  
the earliest days of the project.

“We have a real opportunity here 
to make some very excellent and 
interesting trails for hiking, skiing 
and snowshoeing,” Kingon said. 
“�ere’s nothing like that in our 
township now, or really in the 
surrounding townships, until 
you get over to Petobego (State 
Game Area) or the Skegemog Lake 
Wildlife Area.”

Atkinson said township officials 
will be careful to listen to township 
residents as they finalize plans for 
the natural area.

“We want to make sure we’re 
doing what the people want 
there,” she said. “We’d like to 
have a lot of meetings and open 
forums for people to come talk to 
us and tell us what they want and 

don’t want.”

�e Maplehurst natural area is a positive next 
step for a piece of land that housed a camp 
with its own fascinating history. �omas 
Cohn, a psychology professor who wanted 
to start a camp for gifted and talented kids, 
founded Camp Maplehurst in 1955. For the 
first several years, he personally interviewed 
each camper who attended the camp.

“A lot of bright kids, at that time, really were 
not getting adequate education, and in many 
cases they were getting picked on and bullied 
in school, even by teachers,” said his son, 
Laurence Cohn. “�ey thought differently and 
sometimes had a hard time fitting in, and he 
wanted a place where they would be safe.”

Although the camp gradually moved away 
from focusing only on gifted and talented 
campers, it retained a focus on education and 
enrichment, often bringing in guest experts 
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Shoreline 
Park Set for 
Improvements
COMMUNITYDRIVEN DREAM 
CONTINUES IN ACME TOWNSHIP
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Development rendering 
from Acme Twp. 

It’s time for the next chapter in one community’s 
plan to enrich its access to nature and recreational 
opportunities.

�e Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund in 
December approved a $300,000 grant for Acme 
Township shoreline park improvements. GTRLC 
is working to raise an additional $200,000 in 
matching funds, while the township itself will  
kick in $100,000 for the plans.

�is money will fund a series of improvements, 
including new playground equipment, parking lots, 
updated restrooms, gardens, a section of TART trail 
and much more.

“We’re definitely excited for this opportunity to take 
these next steps,” said Shawn Winter, the township’s 
zoning and planning administrator. “�is has been a 
long-term collaboration with the land conservancy, 
and through this grant, we’re going to move from acquisition to development, allowing us to make a park 
that truly highlights this beautiful setting.”

Many features will be designed around the concept of universal access (UA). �ese features ensure that people 
with mobility issues will be able to enjoy the space. For example, specially designed mats will allow those in 
wheelchairs to cross the beach and enter the water.

“We wanted to create a park that’s accessible to everyone, regardless of age and ability,” Winter said. “�at’s 
something that’s been clearly lacking, and we have people missing out on healthy recreational opportunities 
as a result.”
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from Acme Twp. 

“We wanted to create a park  
that’s accessible to everyone,  
regardless of age and ability”
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Township officials and residents 
view this investment as a 
“placemaking” opportunity — 
giving people a reason to stop 
in Acme instead of just passing 
through.

“We feel that this can be a place 
that not only residents are proud 
of, but a place that can also serve 
as a very nice gateway to the 
Grand Traverse Region,” Winter 
said. “When you make that turn 
off of M-72, that’s the first view  
of the bay that you have.”

Due to the time it takes money 
from the trust fund to enter the 
township’s coffers, it is unlikely 
that the township will break 
ground on any improvements until 
this fall, Winter said. He’s hopeful 
most or all improvements will be 
completed by summer of 2018.

Developing amenities at the park 
is the next logical step after a 
years-long effort to open up land 
for public use. From 2007-2013, 
the township partnered with 
the Conservancy on a bold and 
ambitious plan to demolish 
several buildings that blocked 
access to the beautiful bay.

During the multi-phase project, GRTLC helped 
the township secure more than $5.7 million in 
successive grants from the Michigan Natural 
Resources Trust Fund and raise $3 million in local 
match funding. �is money was mostly used to 
purchase land and cover demolition costs.

In all, a total of about six acres of land and 1,500 
feet of shoreline were opened for public use by 
2013. Several structures — the largest and most 
notable of which was the old Mountain Jack’s 
restaurant building near the marina — were 
demolished to make way for the new parkland.

GTRLC was intimately 
involved in every phase 
of the project. In addition 
to helping the township 
secure trust fund grants 
and generate private 
donations, GTRLC also 
facilitated the purchase 
of each parcel and 
managed the on time and 
on budget demolition of 
several structures.
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A productive and scenic piece of farmland on the 
beautiful Old Mission Peninsula is protected forever 
after a family with deep roots on the peninsula 
worked with GTRLC to place a conservation 
easement on their land.

What’s known as the Stanek Farm is a roughly 
30-acre triangle about a mile north of Bowers 
Harbor. �e parcel, neatly planted with rows of 
sweet and tart cherry trees, is among the most 
productive cherry orchards in the immediate area. 
GTRLC secured a conservation easement on the 
land in January.

�ough wonderful in its own right, the Stanek 
Farm is extra special because it joins several 
other protected parcels in the immediate area, 
including the Pyatt Lake Preserve and several other 
conservation easements. �e Stanek farm sits 
immediately north of the 80-acre Zeintek/Kroupa 
farm, which GTRLC protected with a conservation 
easement in 2014.

“We’ve worked for years and years to establish a 
greenbelt of protected land around Bowers Harbor,” 
GTRLC Executive Director Glen Chown said. “Not 
only does the Stanek Farm preserve another piece 
of Old Mission’s wonderful agricultural heritage, 
but it also helps us add another important piece of 
protection around this special place.”

�e farm is also important from a viewshed 
standpoint. Cyclists and others who regularly tour 
the peninsula are particularly fond of the Stanek 
Farm, GTRLC Land Protection Specialist Todd 
Vigland said.

“It’s certainly one of the most visible farmland 
parcels out there. Kroupa Road is known for all of 
those awesome cherry orchards, and this one is kind 
of a landmark, viewshed-wise,” Vigland said. “People 
touring or traveling around on the Old Mission 
Peninsula recognize this one right off the bat.”

Despite being called the Stanek Farm, the land 
hasn’t been owned by a Stanek in more than 90 
years. GTRLC worked with owners Steve and Nikki 
Sobkowski, who inherited the land many decades 
after Steve’s grandfather purchased it from the 
Stanek family in 1926.

Steve’s family has a very long history on the Old 
Mission Peninsula. His great-great-grandfather 
was Jerome Pratt, who moved to the Peninsula in 
1854 and served as the very first lighthouse keeper 
at the Mission Point Lighthouse when it opened in 
1870. His grandparents were prolific and successful 
farmers of cherries and other fruit, and they bought 
the Stanek Farm to add to their holdings.

Steve and Nikki met while students at Michigan 
State University and now live in the Old Mission 
home built by his great-grandparents. �ey’ve 
received offers to sell the Stanek Farm for 
development, but it didn’t seem right.

GTRLC Protects 
Noteworthy Old 
Mission Farm

PHOTO BY TODD VIGLAND

Panorama of Stanek farm.
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“With my history here, I’d like to see the farming 
continue,” Steve said. “I take a lot of pride in this.”

“To us, it’s important to preserve the history of the area 
and pass that value along to each succeeding generation,” 
Nikki said. “It’s leaving a legacy.”

Negotiations with GTRLC were smooth, but took lots of 
time, as these things sometimes do. Steve and Nikki both 
were delighted by their interaction with the Conservancy.

“Todd has been not only incredibly knowledgeable, but so 
patient as well,” Nikki said. “He’s been great, and working 
with the Conservancy has been fantastic.”

GTRLC raised the roughly $250,000 needed for the project in 
about 60 days, a considerably short amount of time for such a 
figure. Much of that money came from Peninsula residents, 
including those from the fabled summer community of 
Neahtawanta on the shores of Bowers Harbor.

“A high percentage of people who live on Old Mission 
Peninsula are really passionate about land protection, 
and this project is another good example,” said Anthony 
Rupard, GTRLC’s director of fund development.

Neahtawanta resident and steadfast GTRLC supporter 
David Taft gave a $25,000 lead gift and helped raise 
additional funds from other residents. Taft said he 
and others are fond of the Stanek farm, which is scenic 

and well known by folks in the area. It had 
been discussed by some as an ideal spot 
for development, so Taft hoped to convey 
a sense of urgency as he spoke with other 
potential donors.

“It’s always been a very pretty little orchard, 
very productive, and it sits in a spot where 
you see it a lot — it just epitomizes an Old 
Mission Peninsula orchard,” Taft said. 
“When Glen brought up to me the fact that 
the Conservancy was trying to retire the 
development rights, I thought, ‘Boy, there’s 
a piece of property you’d really hate to see 
developed.”

GTRLC also received substantial support 
from the Brookby Foundation, the Ralph L. 
and Winifred E. Polk Foundation, the Shaw 
and Betty Walker Foundation and a sizeable 
realized estate gift.

“We’re thrilled to see support from this 
project come from such a diverse set of 
funding sources,” Rupard said.

Nikki and Steve Sobkowski in their Old Mission Peninsula home.

PHOTO BY ART BUKOWSKI
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�e breathtaking views from Arcadia Dunes: �e C.S. Mott 
Nature Preserve will soon be readily accessible to people of  
all ages and abilities.

GTRLC will open the Overlook Trail at Arcadia Dunes this 
summer. �e roughly half-mile trail is designed for universal 
accessibility, meaning the entire path is relatively flat and 
firm to allow easy access for those with mobility issues. People in wheelchairs or those who use walkers 
greatly appreciate UA trails, but they’re also wonderful for young children, families with strollers and people 
of all ages who struggle to get around.

“For a variety of reasons, many people in our community simply aren’t able to complete the hikes that so many 
of us enjoy and take for granted,” GTRLC Executive Director Glen Chown said. “Everyone deserves access to 
nature, and we’re thrilled to offer a universally accessible way to enjoy one of our region’s best views.”

Access for All
OVERLOOK TRAIL AT ARCADIA 
DUNES TO OPEN THIS SUMMER

“People with disabilities have desires 
and dreams and interests just like the 
rest of us. By eliminating these barriers, 
it allows people with disabilities to enjoy 
full and exciting lives.”

PHOTO BY NATE RICHARDSON



11GTRLC.ORG

�e trail starts at the Baldy Trailhead off M-22 and 
leads to an overlook platform about a half mile south 
of Old Baldy. It utilizes a series of switchbacks and 
elevated boardwalks to ensure that the grade never 
exceeds five percent, a key element of universal 
accessibility.

“It’s very exciting when we can create these types 
of recreational opportunities for people with 
disabilities in the beautiful northern region of our 
state, especially because there aren’t really enough 
opportunities like this for them to get out and enjoy 
our natural splendor,” said Jim Moore, Executive 
Director of Disability Network Northern Michigan.

Over the past several decades, much work has been 
done to provide basic elements of accessibility 
for people with disabilities. Features such as the 
Overlook Trail begin to add that next layer of 
life-enriching elements, Moore said.

“People with disabilities have desires and dreams 
and interests just like the rest of us,” Moore said. 
“By eliminating these barriers, it allows people 
with disabilities to enjoy full and exciting lives.”

Although such trails are designed for people with 
disabilities in mind, studies have shown that UA 
trails benefit the entire community.

“We know that anytime we do something for 
people with disabilities, it actually makes things 
safer and more convenient for everybody else, 
whether you have small children and are pushing 
a stroller, or are using a cane or walker, or have 
trouble getting around,” Moore said.

While universal access was the driving force 
behind this effort, GTRLC took great care to 
ensure that the trail would not adversely affect  
the preserve’s natural features. The first step 
toward this goal was to place the majority of 
the trail along an old road cleared years ago for 
a potential development.

Better still, GTRLC worked to minimize impact 
in the few areas where grade challenges forced 
planners to route the trail away from the old road. 
Save for very few exceptions, the switchbacks wind

through and around native trees and are raised on 
a boardwalk to protect the forest floor. In the event 
trees had to be removed, non-native species like 
Scotch pines were targeted.

“Except for a few limited areas, the path we’re 
using has already been altered from its natural 
state,” GTRLC Land Stewardship Specialist Steve 
Lagerquist said. “Our main goal here was to offer 
universal access with the least amount of impact to 
the preserve’s ecology, and we were very meticulous 
about the path and placement of the trail.”

A volunteer team led by GTRLC staff botanist 
Angie Lucas even moved a large number of native 
plants about 100 yards from the switchback 
area to another section of old roadbed. �e 
team completed this “plant rescue” well before 
construction.

“We prioritized 13 species to dig up and move  
to a new location on an old section of road where 
they ended up doing very well. �ese species were 
selected because they don’t generally grow in 
clones or groups, and therefore would not be able  
to grow around or under the boardwalk,” Lucas  
said. “Examples are Jack-in-the-Pulpit,  
Blue Cohash, Baneberry and Woodferns.”

After moving, GTRLC paid careful attention 
ensure the plants’ survival. By moving these 
plants to another abandoned road section, Lucas 
is hopeful they will continue to do well and will 
over time increase the diversity in that previously 
impacted area.

“Once they were put in their new location, they  
were watered by AmeriCorps members twice 
more,” Lucas said. “Because we moved the plants  
in the spring, the moisture in the soil was high, 
which helped them survive.”

Keep an eye on www.gtrlc.org/ 
events for the grand opening  

of the Overlook Trail!



12 SPRING ‘17 | VOL 67
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Richmond Brown’s eyes filled with wonder as he 
watched Openo Creek spill through a valley of lush 
ferns, gnarled cedars and towering hemlocks.

Even at 92, Brown was always one or two steps 
ahead of GTRLC easement steward Mike Okma 
during a visit to his central Antrim County 
property. Brown led Okma up steep hills, over 
and under downed logs and across a swamp to the 
most beautiful portion of his land, where the creek 
meanders through a primitive and peaceful forest.

Brown donated a conservation easement on his 
46-acre property in 2000. To him, the decision was 
simple — and one that still fills him with pride as 
he wanders the land. 

“I just thought this place belonged to eternity,” he 
said, gazing up at the canopy surrounding the creek.

Since its inception in 1991, GTRLC has secured 228 
conservation easements that protect nearly 20,000 

acres of land — about half of all land protected 
by the Conservancy. In addition, GTRLC was very 
instrumental in the planning and implementation 
of purchase of development rights (PDR) millages 
in Acme and Peninsula townships, resulting in an 
additional 3,800 acres protected by 58 easements.

A conservation easement is a voluntary legal 
agreement between a landowner and GTRLC (or the 
townships, in the case of PDR) that permanently 
restricts the way land can be used in order to protect 
its conservation values. It allows landowners to 
continue to own and use their land, and they can 
also sell it or pass it on to heirs. The land must be 
periodically monitored to ensure that easement 
terms are upheld.

Much of the Conservancy’s monitoring work is 
carried out by Okma, GTRLC’s manager of easement 
stewardship. Okma visits with dozens of landowners 
a year, and he constantly sees proof of GTRLC 

Acts of Love
CONSERVATION EASEMENT LANDOWNERS SHARE GTRLC’S MISSION

Mike Okma (left) and Richmond Brown along Openo Creek.

PHOTO BY ART BUKOWSKI
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Executive Director Glen Chown’s oft-repeated 
sentiment: While there can be tax benefits to 
placing an easement on one’s property, those who 
have done so did it for three primary reasons — love 
of the land, love of the land and love of the land.

“�ey’ve all got a real, heartfelt reason for loving 
and protecting their piece of property — or buying 
land with an easement — and it’s so cool just to 
walk with someone and listen to those stories,” 
Okma said. “�at’s what let me know every day that 
we’re doing the right thing.”

Chown is grateful to the hundreds of families who 
have shared in GTRLC’s mission by placing an 
easement on their land.

“We have such a tremendous debt of gratitude to 
all of these landowners,” he said. “Not only are they 
protecting their own special memories, they’re 
protecting critical wildlife habitat, water quality, 
scenic views and other things that benefit everyone 
in the Grand Traverse region.”

‘We did this for Dad’
When Carol and Steve Shuckra look south over the 
Boardman River valley, there’s surprisingly little 
evidence of modern civilization. Dense stands of 
pines and hardwoods hide the river’s path, save for 
some special mornings when the right conditions 
produce a ribbon of fog that hovers conspicuously 
over the cool river below.

“As corny as this sounds, we love going out there 
and hearing the wind through the trees,” Carol said. 
“For us, it’s just as though the Chippewa or Ottawa 
are still here. It’s still beautiful, natural land.”

�e views from their 40-acre property are spectacular, 
but the memories there are more valuable than 
anything else. Carol’s father, Fred Beveridge, bought 
the land in 1938 and built a hunting cabin on a ridge 
overlooking the valley. Since then, the land and cabin 
have been a treasured gathering place for Fred and his 
far-flung descendants.

Carol, who grew up in Ypsilanti — where Fred worked 
for Consumers Power — made regular trips to the 
property as a young girl. She met Steve at Bowling 

Green State 
University in 1956, 
and not long after 
introduced him to 
the property. �ough 
Carol and Steve 
eventually settled 
and raised a family 
in upstate New York, 
they made regular 
trips back to the 
northern Michigan 
cabin, where they 
were joined by 
Carol’s siblings, who 
lived in Virginia 
and Colorado. Now, 
Carol and Steve’s 
grandchildren regularly make the trip.

“�is has been a special place for four generations,” 
Carol said. “We just love it.”

Fred was a regular at the cabin until his death in 
2002. He was at peace there, Carol and Steve said, 
often sitting with a Stroh’s beer and a transistor 
radio listening to Detroit Tigers baseball. He 
especially loved to wander the trails and breathe  
in the fresh air.

“When he was here, every day he’d go out for a hike. 
He’d take a dog and just go,” Steve said. “He’d come 
back with blueberries, blackberries. He just loved 
this place.”

Not long after his death, Carol and Steve’s son, 
a real estate developer who lives in Washington 
DC, suggested that they contact their local land 
conservancy to inquire about permanently 
protecting the land. 

“Dad had always wanted the land to stay the same, 
it was very important to him. And the kids wanted 
to honor his wishes. He never took any steps to 
make it legal, or anything like that, but everyone 
knew that was his wish,” Steve said. “So all the 
siblings wanted to honor dad and do the right 
thing for him.” 

Carol and Steve Shuckra.

PHOTO BY ART BUKOWSKI
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In 2004, Carol and Steve, along with Carol’s 
siblings and their spouses — Ellen and Bill 
Kelso and Jim Beveridge — finalized details of a 
conservation easement with GTRLC. Carol and 
Steve know that Fred — whose ashes are scattered 
in the very woods he loved so dearly — would 
be grateful that his children decided to seek a 
conservation easement.

“It would mean the sun, the moon and the stars  
to him to know the land has been protected,”  
Carol said.

Steve and Carol 
thoroughly 
enjoyed working 
with GTRLC. They 
had some minor 
trepidation about 
an easement at 
first, but soon 
came to realize 
the positives far 
outweighed any 
negatives. As with 
other easements, 
GTRLC worked closely with Steve and Carol to 
craft an easement that honors their wishes while 
protecting the land. 

“I think a concern for some people is that you’re 
losing some control over your property, but we 
don’t feel like we’ve given up the control that’s 
important to us,” Steve said. “The trade-off is  
that you recognize you’re preserving the land  
for perpetuity.”

The Shuckras liked working with the conservancy 
so much that they’ve included mention of GTRLC 
on a plaque that honors their family legacy. The 
plaque is visible near a trailhead on their land, 
which they allow their neighbors to use, as Fred 
had always done. 

“We have thoroughly enjoyed our experience with 
GTRLC staff members, Carol said. “We feel like 
family and look forward to their annual visits 
when we walk the property together.”

A Sacred Place in 
Benzie County
After a few minutes with Dirk Martin, his 
connection to the land is almost palpable.

You might assume that Martin, a chiropractor who 
grew up in Chicago and now lives and works near 
the Texas coast, wouldn’t be comfortable in the 
wilds of central Benzie County. But there’s no place 
he’d rather be, and when he’s there, he sometimes 

can’t even be 
contained to  
a bedroom. 

In a few spots 
around his 
land he built 
dwellings out 
of branches and 
earth, one near 
a clear, ice-cold 
creek where 
he can dip his 
hands for a 
drink. He’ll 
often spend 

the night out in the woods, looking at the stars and 
hearing the sounds of a forest after dark.

When asked about his 76-acre property, Martin 
paused and grew emotional. 

“I’ve just always known this land was really special,” 
he said.

This truly spectacular place contains the headwaters 
of two creeks that join together to form the north 
branch of the Platte River. Down in a grove of 
cedars and hemlocks, one of the creeks rises out of 
the sandy ground in a nonstop pulse of clean, cold 
water mingling with pure sand. A well-worn log 
nearby reveals that Martin and many before him 
have spent countless hours enjoying the hypnotic 
natural phenomenon.

Martin’s wife, a fellow Chicago native named Mary, 
used to regularly travel with her family to Beulah. 
One of Mary’s sisters eventually married a man 
named Roger, whose family had owned what is now 

Dirk Marin and Mike Okma walk a portion of Marin’s property.

PHOTO BY ART BUKOWSKI
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Martin’s land for three generations. On one trip up 
north in the early 1990s, Martin asked Roger if he 
could camp on the land, and Roger obliged.

“I really got to know the land pretty well, and I just 
fell in love with it,” Martin said. 

Eventually Martin bought the land from Roger. He 
regularly camped with his kids there, and improved 
upon a house on the property. He and Mary now 
spent as much time as they can there, and he 
may retire to the 
property someday. 

In 2008, 
Martin placed 
a conservation 
easement on his 
property after 
researching a few 
different options. 
He wanted to 
protect the land, 
first and foremost, 
but he was also 
very impressed 
with the fact that 
placing an easement on his property would prevent 
his property taxes from coming uncapped should he 
leave the land to his children.

“Now my children can inherit this property and 
basically pay the same taxes that I pay, which is 
really important to me,” Martin said. “So you’re 
actually saving the property — and I’m not aware of 
anything that does it as well as the easement can do 
it — and your family can inherit the place without 
being taxed to death. �at’s a really big deal.”

As with most conservation easements, Martin’s land 
is now valued somewhat lower since the easement 
restricts most development rights on the property. 
And as with all conservation easement landowners, 
Martin doesn’t mind a bit.

“It loses value on the books, but I can tell you, in my 
eyes it certainly hasn’t lost any value," he said.

For Martin, simply protecting the land from 
development isn’t enough. In 2015, he worked with 

the Conservation Resource Alliance to remove 
an old crumbling culvert through which one of 
the creeks passed, restoring its natural flow and 
rehabilitating the bank surrounding it. And he’s 
gone to great lengths to remove invasive autumn 
olive on his land.

“Any time I do anything, I’m asking myself and 
trusting my instinct — am I benefitting this land?” 
Martin said.

Peace and 
Quiet
After decades of 
hustle and bustle, 
Don and Glenna 
Southwell are sure 
to soak up every 
quiet moment in 
their rural Kalkaska 
County home.

Don recently retired 
after a long and 
successful career in 

the insurance business, the last phase of which was 
spent in Chicago. �e honking horns and frantic 
pace of the city life are in stark contrast to the 
Southwell’s 183-acre property, which now serves as 
their full-time home. �eir house and an associated 
woodworking barn are the only buildings on the 
undeveloped and incredibly picturesque Oxbow 
Lake, itself surrounded by a tranquil hardwood and 
evergreen forest.

“I spent my working life in cities, and cities have a lot 
to offer. But I tell you what, you get up here, get in 
the woods, and it’s just so incredibly peaceful,” Don 
said. “Out on the water it’s the same way. Glenna 
loves the water more than I do, and I love the woods 
more than she does, and here we’ve got them both.”

�e house and land were once owned by Gloria and 
Joe Whelan, who were among the first to donate a 
conservation easement to GTRLC. �e Southwells, 
both Mancelona natives who never strayed far from 
their roots, bought it in 2006 after being delighted 
to find out it was for sale. Don and his brother had 

Mike Okma (left) and Don Southwell on the shores of Oxbow Lake.

PHOTO BY ART BUKOWSKI
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fished there as children, and Glenna later found out  
it was also a favorite fishing hole of her father’s.

Before finalizing the purchase, the Southwells 
researched conservation easements and carefully 
studied the easement the Whelans placed on the 
property. 

“When we looked at the terms of the easement 
we said, well, we can live with that,” Don said. 
“There were some things I would have done a little 
differently, but it wasn’t a big problem. By and large, 
I think protecting it for the future is fantastic.”

Plus, Don, said, if it wasn’t for the easement, it’s 
highly unlikely that he and Glenna would have been 
able to acquire the entire property.

“Thankfully there was an easement on it, or it would 
have been subdivided a long time ago,” he said. “So 
we’re certainly grateful to Gloria and Joe.”

Don and Glenna both were raised to appreciate 
northern Michigan’s wild beauty. Don’s ancestors 
were loggers, and his father — who wrote a book on 
the matter — told him tales of the lumber camps. 
When he was a young boy, Don helped his father 
plant tens of thousands of trees as part of various 
reforestation programs.

The Southwells have a deep Christian faith and 
believe strongly that they are blessed to be able to 
steward a small piece of beautiful land. This, and 
their love of nature, are things they want to pass 
on to the generations after them. 

 “We like to observe the natural order of things — 
the abundant wildlife here is intriguing,” Glenna 
said. “As our 15 grandkids come over, we are teaching 
them the importance of preserving and caring for the 
land, the water and the natural habitat for wildlife.”

Don, a passionate and skilled woodworker, spends 
hours at a time in the forest, relaxing and studying the 
trees and wildlife around him. He’s comforted to know 
that the land will be protected long after he’s gone.

“I roam this land all the time, I just love it. I know 
it like the back of my hand. It’s going to eventually 
look different, because nature makes changes,” he 

said. “So it might look different 100 years from now, 
but it’s going to be protected, and that’s really great 
to know.”

For the Future — and the Past
The Civil War hadn’t yet begun when Phyllis 
Robinson’s great-grandfather, an Ohio resident, 
responded to an ad seeking settlers and workers  
in the Benzonia area.

Lucius W. Case bought 300 acres in 1859. His 
youngest son, James W. Case, would eventually 
farm his share of the land after extensive logging 
that was so commonplace throughout northern 
Michigan. That land passed to James’ son John, who 
built a home there in the late 1930s — a home in 
which John’s daughter, Phyllis, grew up in and still 
returns to for long stretches each summer.

The rolling hills along Case Road have long since 
recovered from the saw and axe. Beautiful stands of 
hardwoods and a few old white pines — including an 
ancient old-growth behemoth known to Robinson 
and her family as the “Grandfather Tree” — carpet 
a large chunk of land owned by Robinson and her 
nieces. A stream that feeds Cold Creek, itself a main 
tributary of Crystal Lake, runs through the land. 

Cherrybrook, as the homestead is known to Robinson 
and her family, is still the site of family reunions 
for Lucius’ descendants. More than 50 people, ages 
three to 89, gathered at the site to catch up and 
share memories at the most recent gathering. 

Phyllis Robinson out for a walk on her beautiful property.

PHOTO BY ART BUKOWSKI
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Between the natural beauty and the connection to 
her ancestors, the land means so much to Robinson. 
She wanted the peace of knowing it would remain 
just as beautiful long after she’s gone, so she worked 
with GTRLC to place a conservation easement on her 
90-acre portion in the summer of 2016.

“I just wanted this place to stay like I always 
remembered it,” she said.

Robinson, who graduated from the now-defunct 
Benzonia High School, relocated to Detroit and 
raised a family there. But she could never stay away 
from Cherrybrook for long, often returning with her 
family for rejuvenating visits up north. She bought 
the land from her father in the late 1970s, and 
in recent years began thinking about what would 
happen to it after she was gone.

She knew her children and grandchildren valued the 
land and would likely never sell it for development, 
but that feeling of assurance only extends so far. 
Much of the land surrounding hers has already been 
chopped into smaller parcels. What would become 
of Cherrybrook in 30 years? In 50?

“You just don’t know what the future generations 
are going to do with the land, and I really wanted it 
to stay in its natural state,” Robinson said. “It really 
is very comforting to me to know that even if they 
did sell it, the new owner would be bound by the 
terms of the easement.”

Misconceptions often surround conservation 
easements. Some of Robinson’s grandchildren were 
concerned she was signing away her legacy. She told 
them, of course, that that wasn’t the case.

“I told them it’s still privately owned, just with 
conditions — and the conditions are that it stay 
natural, something they’d be OK with anyway,”  
she said.

Plus, as with all other conservation easements, 
GTRLC was sure to work closely with Robinson 
to tailor the easement to meet the needs of both 
the conservancy and the landowner. Robinson’s 
easement, for example, includes a small building 
envelope in a place where she and her family had 
always envisioned building a small cabin.

“I think we came up with a plan that worked for  
the Conservancy and worked for me,” she said.

Robinson believes her grandfather and parents 
would be thrilled to know she took steps to 
permanently preserve the land. 

“�ey would be pleased to know that their little  
bit of beloved Benzie County is not only still owned 
and enjoyed by family members but is now a 
wonderful wildlife habitat forever protected  
from development.”

No More Goodbyes
�e year before Peggy Beck permanently moved to 
her beautiful slice of northeast Antrim County, she 
camped there with her son, Eric.

It was the summer of 1993, and Beck was 
considering retirement after three decades of 
playing viola in the opera orchestra at Washington 
D.C.’s Kennedy Center. It was around this time that 
two things crystallized in her head: It was in fact 
time to retire, and there would be no better place to 
do so than her peaceful retreat in the famed Jordan 
River valley. 

“I said to Eric — I don’t want to say goodbye to this 
place again,” Beck recalled. 

�e next year, Beck loaded two cats, a dog and her 
most cherished belongings in her vehicle and arrived 

Peggy Beck (right) and her son Eric standing near Severance Creek.
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at the 94-acre property, which had no structures. Hers 

was a rustic life for a while, as she lived out of a travel 

trailer until she was able to start construction of the 

home she now lives in. 

“Here was this city girl, and I’d lie down at night and  

hear all these sounds coming from outside, and I’d think, 

‘Oh my, what is that?’” she recalled with a chuckle.

Beck and her ex-husband had purchased the land from 

friends in the early 1970s. �is spectacular, mostly 

wooded property has more than 2,500 feet of frontage 

on Severance Creek, a substantial tributary of the Jordan 

River. �e Jordan was the first river included in the 

Michigan Natural Rivers Act of 1970, largely because  

of its beauty and ecological significance.

After years in the hustle and bustle of Washington, the 

rural life was a wonderful change of pace. 

“I had lived in the city all my life, and I really liked the 

idea of being in the country,” she said. “It’s peaceful here.”

Around 2004, GTRLC helped the state acquire a parcel 

of land contiguous to Beck’s property. Land Protection 

Specialist Todd Vigland quickly recognized the ecological 

significance of Beck’s property and approached her 

with the possibility of a conservation easement. �e 

time wasn’t right at first — as it sometimes isn’t — 

but Vigland stayed in touch and was thrilled to start 

negotiations when Beck was ready. 

Near the end of 2016, GTRLC finalized an easement 

on 76-acre portion of Beck’s land. �e easement 

encompasses all of Beck’s frontage on Severance Creek, 

along with diverse forest and a large, wooded hill along  

the creek. 

Like so many other landowners, Beck wanted the peace of 

mind of knowing that her land would remain as it is now 

long after she’s gone. 

“I really wanted to protect this land in perpetuity so 

it could never be developed. �at was the real driving 

force,” she said. “�ere’s not a big line of people waiting  

to buy land in the valley, but it’s changed a lot in 20 years. 

You want to protect it for the future.”
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Spring Events

We’re still finalizing our Spring events, so be sure to check www.gtrlc.org/events soon for a full schedule 
and more details about the events listed below!

Arcadia Birding — 
April 15, 8 a.m.

�is field trip, in partnership with the Benzie 
Audubon Club, is a perennial favorite. See  
waterfowl and returning spring migrants at  
several spots along the Lake Michigan coast. 

Earth Day —  
April 22, 10 a.m. to Noon

Help us plant trees and shrubs at the Pelizzari 
Natural Area! Wear comfortable shoes and dress  
for the weather. Bring gloves, boots and shovels. 
Extras will be available. 

Barnstorming at Hickory Meadows — 
April 24, 10 a.m. to Noon 

Join us as we do some much-needed clean up at the 
Hickory Meadows barn. Snacks will be provided!

Wildflower Hike at Pete’s Woods — 
May 2 and May 9, 10 a.m. to Noon

Pete’s Woods is known for its incredible display 
of spring ephemeral wildflowers. Join Volunteer 
Preserve Steward Paula Dreeszen for an informative 
hike to see these beauties. �e hike is about 1.5 miles. 
Dress for the weather and wear comfortable shoes!



22 SPRING ‘17 | VOL 67

Organization for Bat 
Conservation
There was a time when bats were far less understood 
— and much more maligned — than they are today. 
After much education and outreach by naturalists 
and conservation groups, even most schoolchildren 
understand the importance bats play in controlling 
insects. A single bat can eat thousands of insects each 
night, including mosquitos and pests that can cause 
harm to our farm crops and forests.

But despite the boost to their public approval rating 
over the years, many species of bats are still very 
much at risk from habitat loss, degradation, disease 
and other factors. As with most conservation efforts, 
efforts to preserve and protect bat populations need 
to start with a thorough understanding of the state 
and location of at-risk species.

GTRLC recently began an exciting partnership with 
the Organization for Bat Conservation, a Michigan-
based nonprofit and the largest bat-focused 
conservation group in the Midwest. OBC is based 
out of and works closely with the Bloomfield Hills-
based Cranbrook Institute of Science.

In the summer of 2016, GTRLC worked with OBC 
and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
on a monitoring project to survey the bats in a 
portion of GTRLC’s service area. Using high-tech 
monitoring equipment and protocols provided 
by OBC, GTRLC stewardship staff and longtime 
volunteer Paula Dreeszen conducted an acoustic 
monitoring survey along 30 miles of roads near 
Fruithaven and Arcadia Dunes.

Using special audio recording equipment designed 
to pick up noises made by bats, GTRLC was able to 
identify six different species of bats — including two 
species designated as “special concern” by the state 
— and get a general idea of where concentrations of 
these bats are.

“It’s really useful data that we hadn’t been able to 
obtain previously,” said Angie Lucas, GTRLC Senior 
Preserve Steward. “And this project gives us an 
understanding and awareness of what to look for  
on preserves that we didn’t have before.”

Such information is very useful to GTRLC as it 
makes future management decisions.

“It helps us to be generally aware that these species 
are present and a general idea of where they’re 
located,” Lucas said. “For example, if we’re doing 
trail work, we need to be keeping an eye out for 
potential roosting trees and other structures that 
might be used for roosting.”

OBC will use the data collected by GTRLC and several 
other partner organizations to allow biologists 
and natural resource managers to identify areas of 
conservation importance in the state, determine 
when management actions are needed and decide 
where to concentrate management activities, said 
Giorgia Auteri, Citizen Science Coordinator for OBC.

Working Together
PARTNERSHIPS AND COLLABORATIONS 
HELP GTRLC ADVANCE ITS MISSION
Included below are just three of several stories that highlight GTRLC’s work with other organizations. To view more — 
including stories about the creation of pollinator strips for the American Farmland Trust, eradication of invasive species 
for the Invasive Species Network and our work with local Audubon clubs — please visit gtrlc.org/about/partnerships.

PHOTOS BY HEATHER ADAMS
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working on another meaningful project in  
the community.

A youth team from SEEDS designed and built 
a beautiful deck with a natural, rough-hewn 
look. What’s more, the deck is built from black 
locust, a troublesome invasive species that 
SEEDS crews previously helped remove from 
the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore.

 “It’s a great story to tell,” Lagerquist said. 
“�ey hire local youth in order to teach them 
useful skills, and there’s the black locust 
aspect — It’s just fantastic all around.”

�e picturesque deck, completed in 2011, 
was just the first of what’s turning into many 
partner projects with SEEDS. Lagerquist 
tapped the group in 2015 to revamp aging 
infrastructure at Pyatt Lake on Old Mission 
Peninsula. �ey’re now set to build black locust 
benches for the upcoming Overlook Trail at 
Arcadia Dunes, a universal access trail to be 
completed this summer, and to improve the 
trail at the Elberta Dunes South Natural Area.

SEEDS considers GTRLC a tremendous 
partner, said Bill Watson, SEEDS’ Youth 
Development Director.

“GTRLC staff has always been great at engaging 
our young people. �ey help them understand 
why they’re doing what they are doing, how 
important the work is and what the impact of 
the work is,” Watson said. “�at’s not always 
easy when you are cutting or pulling invasives 
or hauling black locust lumber up a steep hill.”

�e partnership is a true “win-win,” Watson 
said. At-risk youth gain skills, get a chance to 
make a difference, and GTRLC benefits from 
a project sure to be enjoyed by the public for 
years to come.

�e data can also be compiled with data from other 
states to paint a picture of relative bat activity levels and 
abundances at a national level. �e data will also help 
identify species which may be declining, and in need of 
extra protection efforts, Auteri said. In addition, OBC 
hopes to document areas that rare species are using,  
detect changes in how many bats there are, and identify 
shifts in relative abundance of one species compared  
to others.

None of this would be possible without partners like 
GTRLC. It’s expected that the partnership will continue — 
and perhaps expand in scope — next year.

“Organizations like GTRLC greatly expand the amount and 
quality of work that we are able to accomplish,” Auteri said. 
“Our partner organizations are more familiar with their 
region than we are, and thus are better able to directly recruit 
and train volunteers, as well as to design survey routes.”

SEEDS
When it came time to build a small viewing deck at Green 
Point Dunes, which offers some of the best views of any of 
GTRLC’s preserves, Steve Lagerquist had plenty of options.

He could have 
hired a general 
contractor, of 
course, and the 
deck would have 
turned out just 
fine. But what 
if there was a 
way to achieve 
some other 
positive outcomes 
along the way? 
Lagerquist — a 

land stewardship specialist at GTRLC — decided to reach 
out the folks at SEEDS.

SEEDS is a Traverse City-based nonprofit that works 
heavily in the fields of ecology and sustainable design,  
often involving at-risk youth in the process. �e 
organization had previously done some work with 
invasive species removal for GTRLC, and Lagerquist felt 
an infrastructure build would be a good fit. �e folks 
at SEEDS jumped at the opportunity to get their youth 

SEEDS crews work to replace infrastructure at 
Pyatt Lake.

A SEEDS crew built this beautiful deck at Green Point Dunes.
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“This allows young people to do meaningful work 
that has long-term positive impacts for both the 
land and themselves. Our members receive dozens 
and dozens of unsolicited ‘thank yous’ from people 
they don’t know who visit the natural areas where 
they are working,” he said. “For many of the  
youth working in SEEDS, they have never been 
thanked for anything. They end up feeling proud  
of themselves and the work they are a part of.”

North American Orchid 
Conservation Center
Throughout Michigan and the Midwest, there’s a long 
list of highly adaptable plants that can grow pretty 

much anywhere. 
Orchids are not  
on that list.

Many species of these 
colorful flowers are 
as specialized as 
they are beautiful, 
requiring just the 
right soil types 
and the presence 
of certain types of 
fungus to thrive. 
As such, they 
are particularly 
sensitive to habitat 
loss, degradation 
and disturbance. 
Add foraging 
from an booming 
deer population, 
harvesting by 

unwitting flower lovers and other threats, and  
the outlook isn’t rosy. 

In fact, of the more than 250 native orchid species 
in the United States and Canada, more than half are 
threatened or endangered. 

“Orchids are under a stress due to loss of habitat, 
overabundant populations of deer, invasive plants 
and many other factors,” GTRLC Senior Preserve 
Steward Angie Lucas said. 

GTRLC has recently entered into a collaboration with 
the North American Orchid Conservation Center, 
itself a collaboration between the Smithsonian 
Institution and the United States Botanic Garden. 
The organization’s main goal is to establish a secure 
collection of seeds and other genetic material, which 
will allow for a better understanding of orchid ecology 
and the development of the best ways to conserve and 
restore dwindling populations. 

By collaborating with organizations like the 
Conservancy, NAOCC will be able to gather material 
from specific regions across the country. GTRLC 
is fortunate to have more than 23 species already 
documented on its preserves and sanctuaries.

“We want to collect materials (seeds, mycorrhizal 
fungi, leaves) from native orchids in the US and 
Canada,” said Dennis Whigham, a senior botanist 
with the Smithsonian. “When we conduct studies that 
will eventually enable us to propagate native species 
for conservation and restoration, we want to use 
genetic material that is geographically appropriate.” 

This work will also let GTRLC gain a better 
understanding of exactly what grows on GTRLC 
preserves.

“In addition to assisting with future restoration 
research with NOACC, this collaboration also 
provides opportunity to gain a better quantitative 
understanding of current orchid population and 
status on our preserves,” Lucas said.

The ultimate long-term goal is to develop reliable 
ways to restore orchid populations and protect 
existing populations, with knowledge of the best 
techniques being shared with regional partners  
for their own restoration efforts. 

“GTRLC will know that genetic material from species 
in your area is secured in regional and national 
seed and fungal banks,” Whigham said. “In the long 
term, you will be assured that you will know how to 
propagate all species for conservation and restoration 
efforts - including enabling people to establish 
sustainable populations of genetically appropriate 
plants in gardens, arboretums, and more.”

For more information, visit  
www.northamericanorchidcenter.org 

PHOTOS BY ANGIE LUCAS
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It was a win-win-win late last year when a longtime 
GTRLC supporter purchased hundreds of pounds of 
Misty Acres beef for families in need.

Cherry Republic founder Bob Sutherland, a 
longtime friend of GTRLC, purchased two animals 
from the herd of grass-fed cattle at Misty Acres 
shortly before �anksgiving. Bob kept some 
meat for his employees, but the majority was 
processed and delivered to food pantries at Benzie 
Area Christian Neighbors (BACN) and Leelanau 
Christian Neighbors.

�rough this generous single donation, Sutherland 
was able to provide financial support to the 
Conservancy, help the Conservancy spread the news 
about its grass-fed beef program and allow families 
with limited resources to enjoy quality food for the 
holidays. Vic Lane, who manages Misty Acres for 
GTRLC, said the move was a natural extension for 
an organization looking to do more. 

“We’ve talked for quite a long time about going 
above and beyond land protection and looking 
at what the community’s needs are,” said Lane, 
GTRLC’s senior conservation project manager. 
“Not only did this address land issues by 
raising awareness of the ecological benefits and 
sustainability of grass-fed beef and our work at 
Misty Acres, but it addressed the social needs of 
underprivileged folks in the community who really 
need access to high quality foods.”

Sutherland’s donation supplied between 250-300 
pounds of fresh beef to each pantry, Lane said. Much 
of it was in burger form, but plenty of roast cuts were 
also available for those looking for a holiday feast. 
Included with the meat were educational brochures 
with information about GTRLC, Misty Acres and the 
ecological benefits of grass-fed beef. 

 “Our donation to GTRLC for Misty Acres beef that 
ultimately went to the underserved in Benzie and 

A Helping Hand
FOOD FROM GTRLC FARMS GIVEN 
TO HELP THE DISADVANTAGED

Leelanau County was a great way to help many 
organizations at once,” Sutherland said. “We brought 
nutrition to hundreds of families that might not 
have gotten it, and we supported one of our favorite 
organizations doing an innovative project that 
protects farmland and helps regional agriculture 
thrive. Plus, this is as local as it gets.”

Sutherland’s donation is a perfect example of doing 
more with less, Lane said.

“�is is the value of partnership,” he said. “We 
aren’t giving up Conservancy time or funds for 
the outreach, awareness or social benefits, and the 
donor knows that his money is providing all these 
wonderful layers of benefits.”

Last year also marked the second year that 
volunteers at the Maple Bay farm donated more 
than 100 pounds of fresh produce from the farm 
to local food pantries. Hot peppers, sweet peppers, 
squash, tomatoes, zucchini, green beans, onions 
and more went from the farm to pantries in Elk 
Rapids, Acme and Traverse City.

“�ere’s an incredible need in our community for 
people to have good, fresh, healthy produce.” Lane 
said. “�is is another way for us to create a program 
that is addressing multiple levels of sustainability.”

Volunteers were more than happy to provide the 
bounty to local pantries.

“We are so fortunate to be able to grow organic 
vegetables in the fertile soil of Maple Bay Farm,” 
GTRLC staffer and Maple Bay volunteer Barb Heflin 
said. “Sharing the bounty of this healthy food with 
families and children in need is helping to feed our 
future and create a better place for everyone.”

PHOTO BY ANDY WAKEMAN

Bob Sutherland.
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About ten years ago, I received a newly printed map 
from GTRLC that included all of its nature preserves 
and “assist” properties (lands the Conservancy 
helps a township, city, county, or the state acquire 
for parkland) across our five-county service area. 
My hiking buddy Debbie and I decided that we 
were going to try to visit them all. There were 26 
properties listed on the map at the time; to date 
we have visited 19. My map is covered with notes 
like “Good viewing platform,” “Bald eagle’s nest on 
island,” “Good signage” or “Got lost.”

Over the past ten years, GTRLC has added several 
more preserves and negotiated and fundraised for 
many more community assists. At the end of our 
25th year, GTRLC has preserved over 40,000 acres 
with the help of strong community groups passionate 
about preserving the beauty, water quality and 
farmland in our region. We are proud of what we 
have achieved and the support in our region.

But simply protecting land is not enough. With 
the acquisition of each new nature preserve and 
with many community assists, there is the added 
responsibility of maintaining these properties in 
perpetuity. When I was a new board member,  

I naively though that preserve management simply 
meant good signage so I wouldn’t get lost or trespass 
on private property. While this is certainly part of 
it, I now realize our stewardship team does much 
more. To provide a safe, enjoyable experience, the 
stewardship team — with the help of dedicated 
volunteers and our eight AmeriCorps members 
— builds and maintains trails, removes invasive 
species, revives marshlands, creates birding habitats, 
builds boardwalks and universally accessible 
pathways, clears trees from storms, writes grants 
and management plans, manages a grass-fed beef 
program at our Misty Acres Farm and so much more!

To keep the promise of the “now and for future 
generations” part of our mission, the Board and 
staff have made a commitment to fully funding our 
long-term stewardship needs. We want to ensure 
that we care for and maintain our properties in 
an exemplary manner forever. Along with my 
multi-year commitment to visit all our growing 
list of properties, my husband I have made a multi-
year commitment to the Stewardship Fund. It’s 
important to us that our children and (hopefully) 
grandchildren will be able to enjoy the GTRLC 
lands as we do today. Please consider a gift to our 
Stewardship fund so we can all love the land and 
pass it on.

— Jennifer Jaffe, Board Chair

Getting Serious 
About ‘Forever’

GTRLC Long-Term and Endowment Funds

Board-Designated  
Long-Term Fund

 $2,562,089 24%

Board-Designated for  
Easement Defense

 $402,345 4%

Donor-Restricted Endowment  
Funds that Support Our Mission

 $1,092,108 10%

Donor-Restricted and Board-
Designated for Preserve Stewardship

 $6,391,137 59%

Charitable Gift Annuities  
from Donors

 $303,946 3%

 $10,751,624 100%

 10%

59%
 4%

 24%
 3%

Donor-Restricted Endowment 
Funds that Support Our Mission  

$1,092,108

Donor-Restricted  
and Board- 
Designated  
for Preserve  
Stewardship  
$6,391,137

Board-Designated  
for Easement Defense  

$402,345

Board-Designated  
Long-Term Fund  

$2,562,089

Charitable Gift 
Annuites from Donors 

 $303,946
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 -1.0%  3.1%
 Preserve & 

Easement Donations

 3.9%  Gain from 
Investments

 3.0%
 Public 
Grants

Other (Fees, Events, 
Merchandise, etc.)

91%
Private 

Donations

Fundraising Including 
Communication Materials in 

Support of Raising Funds

 17% 12%
Management 
and General 

Administration

71%
Program Services, Including 
Day-to-Day Operations and 

Costs Incurred to Protect 
and Steward Land

Unrestricted
Temporarily 
Restricted

Permanently 
Restricted Total

REVENUE AND SUPPORT

Private Donations  $2,210,721  $784,053  $19,012  $3,013,786

Public Grants  101,610  -  101,610

Preserve & Easement Donations  133,500  133,500

Gain From Investments  (11,858)  (29,520)  (41,378)

Interest Income  1,243  98  -  1,341

Other (Fees, Events, Merchandise, Etc.)  66,705  38,398  -  105,103

Net Assets Released From Restriction:  1,299,108  (1,299,108)  -

Liens Released On Nature Preserves  -  (148,790)  148,790  -

Total Revenue and Support  3,667,529  (521,369)  167,802  3,313,962

EXPENSES

Program Services Including Day-To-Day 
Operations And Costs Incurred To Protect And 
Steward Land

 2,635,229  -  -  2,635,229

Management And General Administration  453,031  -  -  453,031

Fundraising Including Communication Materials 
In Support Of Raising Funds

 606,947  -  -  606,947

Total Expenses  3,695,207  -  -  3,695,207

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS  (27,678)  (521,369)  167,802  (381,245)

NET ASSETS Beginning Of Year  4,542,691  13,637,905  18,208,654  36,389,250

NET ASSETS End Of Year  $4,515,013  $13,116,536  $18,376,456  $36,008,005

GTRLC Consolidated Statement of Activities for the Fiscal Year

GTRLC Revenue GTRLC Expenses

Ended June 30, 2016

27GTRLC.ORG
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In 2016, the Conservancy received more than $2,890,000 in private support from 3,284 donors. We are 
especially grateful to those of you who responded to the generous challenge from the Carls Foundation 
with new or increased gifts. Together, we are leaving perhaps the greatest gift we can give to future 
generations — rich and productive farmland, pristine natural habitats, coastal dunes and clean water. 
Every gift makes a difference in making conservation work possible. 

Conservancy Fund Donors:
Your gifts provide the organization with the 
ultimate fund flexibility to protect land, steward 
lands that have been protected, and meet our 
day-to-day financial needs, enabling us to thrive 
as an organization and retain a talented and 
committed staff.

Land Champions:
Your monthly gifts support the very foundation of 
our mission and allow us to plan and sustain our 
work more effectively. 

Project Donors:
Your gifts directed to specific projects are helping 
to protect special places such as the Wilcox-Palmer-
Shah addition, the Stanek Farm on Old Mission 
Peninsula, an addition to the Railroad Point Natural 
Area, the new Wintergreen Woods Preserve, Camp 
Maplehurst and many more. �ese projects can 
take years to come to fruition. Your gifts support 
the development of relationships with land owners, 
as well as our ability to perform environmental 
due diligence, conduct appraisals, work through 
negotiations and closings, and strengthen our 
community partnerships.

Conservation Easement and Land Donors:
Over 23,000 acres of land have been permanently 
protected by landowners who have placed permanent 
easements on their property in order to ensure that 
conservation values—the health and wealth of these 
precious lands—are maintained forever. �ank you 
to those whose private easements benefit the public 
by providing local farms and food, healthy habitats 
for wildlife and fisheries, protection of water quality 
and the conservation of scenic viewsheds.

Vanguard Members:
You are a special group of over 100 who have 
placed the Conservancy in your estate plan. Your 
thoughtful planning and generosity will have a 

tremendous impact on future generations. Estate 
gifts help ensure that the places we save today will 
be protected and cared for, forever.

Volunteers:
Every year, you play a crucial role in the 
Conservancy’s stewardship efforts, helping the 
stewardship team care for 34 preserves and several 
other protected properties spread across five counties. 
You built trails, planted trees, made maple syrup, 
fought invasive species, raised organic produce and 
grass-fed beef, and led hikes and work days— you 
helped care for this land and shared your love for it. 

Business Donors:
Your ongoing support shows your commitment 
to northern Michigan’s farmland heritage, the 
protection of natural lands and the preservation 
of clean air and water. As you make charitable 
gifts to the Conservancy you communicate to 
your customers how deeply you value and care for 
northern Michigan’s natural resources.

�ank you for all that you do to help protect and 
conserve the land and water we hold so dear. We 
sincerely appreciate your support, your passion and 
the faith you put in our staff and partners!

PHOTO BY NATE RICHARDSON
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The following donors made gifts to The Conservancy Fund between January 1 and December 31, 2016. Your gifts 
to this unrestricted fund allow us to build a steady, reliable income to meet our day-to-day financial needs and 
keep our organization strong and our programs thriving. 

We could not be more grateful for your generous support.

THE CONSERVANCY FUND

Gifts of $25,000 or more

Tripp and Chia Huei Amdur

Carls Foundation

Community Foundation Grand 
Traverse Regional Land 
Conservancy Endowment

Paolo and Patty DeMaria

Jim and Diana Huckle 
Family Foundation

Marlene Loughmiller (Estate of)

Robert and Joyce Mims

Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation

James and Debbie Norling

Community Foundation 
John D. and Susan K. Paul 
Family Endowment

Royce Ragland and 
Kenneth Bloem

Robert and Pauline Young 

Gifts of $10,000-$24,999

Americana Foundation

Anonymous (2)

John and Lynn Collins

Elizabeth G. and Stanley F. Dole

�e Fox Family Charitable Fund

Barry Hibben

Marcia Lee

Mariel Foundation

Josephine Marquis and 
Joseph Fraser

Mr. and Mrs. Deborah 
McMullen

Phillip and Nancy Meek

Gifts of $5,000-$9,999

Anonymous

Beers Family Foundation

Dick and Sue Bingham

Charles and Nancy Brickman

Paul and Amanda Brink

Gloria and Leith Butler

Harry and Betsy Calcutt

Elisabeth Case

Kate and Rick Dahlstrom

Michael and Rhea Dow

Harold S. Hansen & Naomi H. 
Bodenstab Foundation

Jim and Diana Huckle

Peggy Martin

McWilliams/Piraino 
Family Foundation

Donald and Glenna Southwell

John Robert Williams 
and Terrie Taylor

Community Foundation Frank 
R. and Faye M. Zimmerman 
Family Endowment

Gifts of $2,500-$4,999

Dan and Lisa Brickman

J. Bennett and Tauna Donaldson

Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Garvey

Mr. and Mrs. James R. Gilson

Grand Traverse Regional 
Community Foundation

Hamp Family Fund, Mr. & Mrs. 
Steven K. Hamp, Mr. Michael 
F. Hamp, Mr. Christopher 
F. Hamp and Dr. Nicole 
Hamp, and Mr. Peter K. 
Hamp & Dr. Leela Hamp

Penny and Jamie Ladd

Lou Anne and Don Lindemann

Robert Martin

Pierce Family Charitable 
Foundation

Gary Pomeroy

Dan and Pamela Prevo 
Foundation

Rosso Family Foundation

Roy and Lou Anna Simon

Stadheim Foundation

Barbara and James VanDam

Community Foundation 
Ronald and Martha 
Yocum Family Fund

PHOTO BY NATE RICHARDSON
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Gifts of $1,000–$2,499

Barbara Jean Ames 
and Paula Robey

Robert and Nancy Baglan

Mack and Lorraine Beers

Ross and Brenda Biederman

Brian Blood

Lois Breimeier

Norton and Mary Lee Bretz

Robert Buckner

William R. Burleigh 
Family Foundation

Robert Carstens

Mr. and Mrs. William 
Christoph

Community Foundation 
LouAnn’s Endowment 
for Women’s Leadership

Janet and Robert Condon

Patrick and Carol Conway

Joseph and Leslie Cook

William and Paula Cordes

Marcia and Ted Curran

Charles and Susan Davidson

Joyce Delamarter

Hank Dow

Martha Garber and 
Elizabeth Bruning

Carol Gardner

James and Lauri Gartner

Cheryl and Luke 
Goodenough

Edward Graft

Barbara Graves

The Hansen Family 
Charitable Fund

Jane Hardwicke

Liz Hardy and Tom 
Kienbaum

Jack and Ruth Harris

Bill and Kirty Heald

Will Heelan

Jack and Martha Hicks

Tom and Myrna Hitchman

Tracy Hobbs and 
Eddie Sullivan

Greg Holmes and 
Katherine Roth

Jennifer and Brian Jaffe

Linda and Greg Jaris

June 8th Foundation

Linda Kehr

Ellen Kerr

Katie and Chuck King

Kevin and Ann Kitchin

Wayne and Ruthanne 
Kladder

Paul and Diane Kolak

Steven Kraft and 
Carol Burns

Mark and Barbara 
Kuhlmann

Jackie and Bob Kunnen

Philip and Judy Leege

Kathy and Tom Lehner

Leslie Li and Brian Ahlborn

Brad and Amy Lyman

Nancy Lyon

Jack Maddox and 
Janet Garvey

Gregory and Lissa Magel

Robert and Nancy Marshall

Thomas and Shirley 
McLenithan

Brian and Lori Meek

Sue and Steve Meholic

Dave Murphy and 
Sue Peters

Cynthia and Scott Paradise

Dick and Ellie Paulsen

Karl Pearson

David and Ellen Petrick 
Foundation

Ed and Patty Petrick

Timothy and Margaret Price

Anne and Joseph Purpura

Jeffrey Puryear and 
Myriam Waiser

Carol Rabanus

Scott and Jennifer Rodes

Jo and Pug Rundio

Pat Sawin

Nancy Schlichting 
and Pam Theisen

David and Pam Seabury

Nancy Seasholes

Gregory Seman

Patricia Sharpnack

Thomas and Pamela 
Siegenthaler

Michael and Suzette 
Simpson

Evan Smith and 
Cynthia Anderson

Maureen and Paul Smyth

David and Lynn Starkey

Dean and Maureen 
Templeton

Paul and Nancy Tousley

Mary and Robert Treadway

Dori Turner

Sue and Norm Ulbrich

Nancy VandenBerg

M. Sue Waltz

George Warrington 
and Drew Gores

Kathy and Paul Weiner

Gloria Whelan

George Wickstrom

Deborah and Todd Wilson

Janet Wolf

Woodward Family 
Foundation 
Endowment Fund

Gifts of $1–$999

Ross and Emily Abrahamson

Dwain and Christina 
Abramowski

James Acker

Jeff Ackerman

Jay Adams

Keith and Carol Adler

Rebecca Adler

Kirk and Cathy Agerson

Bernadette and Peter Albers

Kimberly Albright and 
Michael Dow

Catherine Alfred

Judy Allen and 
Patrick Ginley

Maurice and Elizabeth Allen

Dan and Jane Allensworth

Martha and Kenneth Allman

Terry Almquist

James Alstrom

Helen and Fred Altman

Amazon Smile Foundation

Nicoline Ambrose

Al and Margaret Ammons

Jim and Roberta Amstadt

Barbara Anderson

Chris and Diane Anderson

Joe and Kathryn Anderson

Loraine Anderson

Richard and Linda Anderson

Sallee and �omas Anderson

Janine Andrew

Barry and D. Karen Andrews

Jill Andringa

Larry and Sharon Andringa

Anonymous (11)

Marianne and David Appelt

Bob and Molly Appleford

Kirsten Ardery

Arkansas Hunger 
Relief Alliance

Judith Arnold

Judy and Paul Arnold

Richard and Janice Arnold

Christine Arvidson 
and Henry Doss

Chuck and Lilo Atkinson

Fred and Jean Auch

�omas and Barbara Auer

Richard and Patricia Austin

Bruce and Susan Auten

Jeremiah and Kristi Avery

Anna and John Bachman

Peter and Sharon Bacon

William and Jennifer 
Baguley

Stephen Bahlke

Ted and Jo Bahry

Randall Baidas and 
William Reeves

George and Martha Bailey

Foy and Joel Baillie

Walter and Marilyn Baird

Julie Baker

Robert Baker and 
Kimberly Fletcher

Nick and Shirley Baker

Stacy Baker

Dianne Baker-Hale 
and Calvin Baker

Mark Baleja
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Mark Baranoski and 
Emily Eby

Jim and Prudy Barber

Andrew and Eunice Barbera

Mark and Karen Barbera

Douglas Bard

Rachel and Gentry Barden

William Bardens

Linda and Walter Barkey

Leonard Barnes

Peter and Karen Barnes

Tom Barnes

Robert and Anna Barron

Gabor Barsai

Deena Barshney

Mark and Renee Bartell

Martha Barton

Butch and Elizabeth Bartz

Harriet Batson-Benson 
and James Batson

Joan Bauer

Bill and Gail Baughman

Vickie and Herwig Baumann

Anthony and Susan Baynard

Rebecca Beach

Bill and Marti Beals

Walter and Elaine Beardslee

�omas and Tina Beatty

Bill and Kathy Beck

Ken Beck

Anton Becker

Joy French Becker

Sandra and Mike Becker

Nancy and Timothy Beeler

Ben Begley and 
Kathleen Wills

Ernie and Mary Behnke

Robert and Carol Beidler

Robert and Nancy Beine

Jean Bell and 
Catherine Mullin

Jeffrey and Kathleen Bell

Norman Bell and Gail Parry

Ruth Bell

Sally Bell

Travis Bell

Marcia Bellinger and 
Irv Stoner

William and Sharon Bellinger

John Bellingham

Rick and Elizabeth 
Bellingham

Marc Bendick and 
Mary Lou Egan

Rosemary Benedetti

Cathy and Dave Benedict

Jonathan Benjamin

Carl and Sally Benner

Eric and Anita Bennett

Juanita and Susan Bennett

Richard and Maria Bensel

Dennis and Marilyn Benson

Roger and Kathy Benson

Steven and Constance Benz

John Beranek and 
Karen Park

Rosemary Berardi

James Bergman and 
Penelope Hommel

Ralph and Lynda Bergsma

Lenore Berlin

Janet and Albert Bernat

Marjorie Berndt

Arleta Bernson

Alison Berry

Barbara Berry

Barb and David Bersuder

Warren and Barbara 
Berthelsen

J. G. Marc Bertrand

Maryellen and Robert Bieder

Audra and Nathan Bildeaux

Dr. Charles and Mrs. 
Maria Bill

Don and Bonnie Bills

Tim and Mary Binder

Michael and Mindy Binsfeld

Keith and Ethel Birchler

Richard and Terrie Birndorf

Robert Bissot

Scott and Suzette Blair

Mary and John Blanchard

Wes and Sharon Blizzard

Carolyn and Richard Block

Roger and Carla Bloom

Tim and Cheryl Bloomquist

Dale Blum

Brad Boals

John and Karen Boals

Boccia Family Foundation

James and Gayle Boecker

Gilbert and Anne Bogley

Eric and Lou Ann Bohman

Paul and Karen Bolhuis

Roberta and David Bolig

Nena Bonadarenko

Joseph Boner

Joan and Alfred Bonney

Norman Booth and Gail Zink

John and Jean Boquist

Amy and Mike Boros

Rosaleen and Richard Borton

Kenneth and Jennifer Bosma

Roger and Dorothy Bosse

Katherine Bourdow

John Bowers

Jeff and Barbara Bowlby

Connie Boyd

Gloria and Jerry Boyd

Margaret Brace

�omas and Cynthia Bradley

Marjorie Braem

Mary Bramlage

Marilyn and Arthur Branco

Anne Brasie

Richard and Marty Brauer

Jim and Mary Jo Braun

Dr. Dan and Jeri 
Lynn Braunlin

Eric Braverman

Joyce and Robert Brenner

Susan Breuer

James Brewer and Leslie 
Littlefield-Brewer

John and Phyllis Brewster

Charles and Pamela Brickey

Bruce and Marilyn Bridges

Carl and Ruth Brighton

Drew Broadway

Karl Brockmiller

Jim and Candy Brody

Paul Broering and 
Christina Dewey

Alec Brooks

Joe and Elise Brooks

Gary and Beverly Brouwer

Audrey Brown

Esther Brown

Irene Brown

Larry and Connie Brown

Pamela and Ronald Brown

Cindy Browne and Neil Lau

Eleanor Brownell

Larry and Lori Brownell

James and Danielle 
Bruckbauer

Richard and Carolyn 
Brunelle

Liz and Peter Bruning

Gordon Brunner

Herb and Dee Bucholtz

Daniel Buday and 
Deborah Smith

Sandra and Michael Buhrt

Art Bukowski

Michael Bukowski 
and Karen Kulik

Marilyn Burfiend

Stephen and Christine Burke

David and Linda Burkey

Julie Burks

Craig and Martha Burns

Gayla Burns

John and Susan Burns

Virginia and Nancy Burt

Bruce and Rhoda Bush

Eric and Kelly Buth

Linda Butka and 
Bryan Olshove

Munawar and Joanne Butt

Susanne Buxton

Mary and Bruce Byl

Jon Bylsma and 
Jennifer Johnston

Amy and Jim Byrne

Michael and B.K. Byrne

William Byrne and Lois 
Veenema Byrne

Jill Byron

Robert and Sue Cain

Alicia Caldecott

Ellen Calkins and 
Joseph Cipparone

Stephen Calkins

Tim Calkins and 
Carol Saltoun

Michael and Nancy Call

Bruce and Linda Campbell

Douglas Campbell and 
Sandy Robey

Edwin Campbell

Frederick and Denise 
Campbell

John and Mary Campbell

Jonathan and Erin Campbell

Paul and Carole Campbell

Robert and Ruth Campbell

Robert Campbell

Ellie Canfield
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Kip and Sherry Cantrick

Mitchell and Nancy Carey

Paul and Jean Carlson

Keith and Susan Carlyon

Mary Ann Carmichael

Robbie and Archie 
Carmichael

Margaret Carmody

Dennis and Pamela Carney

Kathleen Carpenter

Timothy Carroll

William Carroll

Neil and Mary Carter

James and Holly Cartwright

William and Sandy 
Cartwright

Harold and Marsha Case

Sally Casey

Ginny Cashbaugh

Felix Casillas

Richard and Tracey Cassard

Kevin and Shannon Celarek

Mark Cerny

Diane and Everett Chambers

William Champion and 
Beverly Pylman

Miriam Chan

Noreen and James Chapin

Elizabeth Chapleski

John Chapleski

Jan Chapman

Stephen and Jeannine 
Chapman

Diane Charron

Kay Charter

Michael and Susan Chesney

Carol and Fred Chidester

K. Ross and Helen Childs

Leslie and O. Ann Chinn

Marty and Carole Chirgwin

Eric Chown and 
Rachel Beane

Glen and Rebecca Chown

Helen and Steve Christian

Kay Christian

Norman and Laura 
Christopher

Bill and Karin Chung

Lou Ann and Robert 
Churchill

Jody and E. Terry Clark

Kelli Clark

Krin Clary

Pete and Shari Clason

Todd Clason

Dale and Virginia 
Claudepierre

Kevin and Janell Clayton

Lawrence and Marykae 
Clayton

Robert and Lucinda Clement

Catherine Cline

Daniel and Linda Cline

Donald and Nancy Clover

Timothy and Mary Clulo

Julie Clynes

Max and Reatha Cochran

Sara Cockrell

Don and Marylou Coe

Robert and Debra Coffey

Richard and Janice 
Coggeshall

Joan Cohen

Jim Colando

Henry and Bonnie Cole

William and Joanne Cole

Dan and Shirley Coleman

Cynthia Collins

Edward and Barbara Collins

Elizabeth Collins

Jo Collins

Michael and Carolyn Collins

Michael Collins and 
Margaret Grano

Stella Collins

Nick and Virginia Colucci

James and Dorothy Compere

Jane Conard

Sandy and Dean Coobac

Doug and Sally Cook

Tom and Janice Cook

Robert and Karin Cooney

James and Darlene Cooper

James Cooper

John Cooper and 
Sally Backburn

Chris and Merrie Corbett

James Costello

Keith and Barbara Counsell

Melinda Counsell

Carol and Howard Cousineau

Stephen and �erese Cousins

�eresa Coventry

David and Glenys 
Cowperthwaite

Kenneth and Cynthia Cox

�omas Crampton

Clan Crawford

Helen and Gary Crawford

Jennifer Crossen and 
Joan Callahan

Jane Crowner

Tom and Judy Croxton

Donna and Steven Crum

Barbara Crumpton

Don and Yvonne Cunkle

Charles and Penelope Curry

Janice and Jed Curtis

J. Dewey and Barbara Daane

Diane Dabich

�omas and Betty Dageforde

George and Pat Daisy

James Dalley and 
Lois Brennan

Raymond and Julie Daly

Cortney and Chris Danbrook

Lucia Danes

Stacy and Carol Daniels

William and Dea Danly

James and Marjorie Daoust

Nancy Dash and Cheryl 
�ompson

David and Nancy Daugherty

Tim and Laurie Daum

Dennis and Carol Davidson

Robert Davidson

Don and Evelyn Davis

Debra Dean

Robert and Arlene Dean

Sharon Dean

Ann and Richard DeBoer

Rosemary Decamp

Alice and Jerry Deck

Joan Dedo

G. Michael and Barbara 
DeGraeve

Charles and Patricia Dehn

Michael and Cheryl 
Delehanty

Anita DeMarco Goor

Nancy and David Denison

Robert Denton

LaRayne Derisley

Bill and Sandy Derman

Deborah and Craig Desmet

Doug and Margo Detzler

Larry DeVergilio

Philip and Marsha DeVergilio

Rich and Mary Devon

Michael and Ann DeVries

Roger and Helen Dewey

John Dewildt

Paul and Christine Deyo

Harold and Edna DeYoung

Stephany Diana

Cynthia Dickey

William and Roberta Dickie

David Dickinson and 
Jeannine LaPrad

Nancy Dickinson

Kevin Diels and Jane 
Damschroder

Eleanor Diesing

Virginia Dike and 
Ijeoma Dike-Young

Preston and Mary Dilts

Don and Deborah Dinkmeyer

Victor Dinsmoore

Robert and Barbara Disse

Michael Dively

Diane and James Dixon

Marian and John Doane

Larry and Donna Dodd

Kathleen Doerr Parker 
and Bill Parker

Nadine Dolan

Peggy Dolane

John and Sharon Dolton

Aileen Dombrowski

Nancy Donald

Carole Donaldson

Jean Donaldson

Jill Dooley and 
Annette Brown

Ron and Carol Dooley

Ray and Linda Dornbusch

Robert Dotterrer

Dick and Guyla Doumanian

Mary and Roy Downie

Lester and Natalie Dragstedt

Claudia and Ken Drake

Matt and Dana Drake

John and Charmaine 
Dressler

John Driscoll

Matthew and Nancy Driscoll
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Richard Druffel and 
Catherine Nally-Druffel

Dale and Anna Ducommun

Raymond and Nancy Duede

Steve and Betsy Duede

Sue and Tad Duemler

David Duggan

Georgette and Dan Dulworth

Cheryl and Bill Dundon

Roger and Angelica Dunlap

Don and Sally Dunlop

John and Anna Dunn

Lisa and Robert Dunphey

Frank and Shirley Durham

Keira Duvernoy and 
Robert Braveheart

Celeste Dykas and 
Bryan Bringat

Robert Dyke

Brian and Jennifer Dykstra

David and Dianne Dykstra

�eresa and David Dysarz

Sybil Markey Eady

Chris Earle and Donna Roy

Martin Easling

Jeanine Easterday

Betsy Easterwood

Lois Eaton

Edwin and Susan Eckert

Diane and Robin Edgington

Carol and Fred Edmonds

Dave Edmondson and 
Jo Westphal

Jeanne Edwards

Ned and Barbara Edwards

Phil Edwards and Laura Reid

Trina Edwards

Jean and Steve Eggemeyer

Scot Egleston

Ted and Mary Ehlert

Donald and Sally Eichberger

John Eikost

Timothy and Irene Eiseman

Barry and Carole Eisfeldt

Elk Rapids Garden Club

Doris and Rick Ellery

David and Sally Elliott

Marjorie Elliott

Frank Ellis

Erwin and Gayla Elsner

Robert Ely

Dorothea and Bill El-Yasir

Ed and Ann Emenheiser

James and Mary Emerson

Tom and Diane Emling

William and Michelle Eppel

John and Gina Erb

Gerri Erickson and 
Margaret Platner

Bill and Gail Ericson

Raymond Erlandson

Jason and Heidi Erlenbeck

Dan and Ann Ernst

Randall Esler

John and Char Ester

Chad and Monica Evans

Tom and Laura Evans

Frank Even

Robert Eichenlaub 
and Becky Ewing

Roger and Carol Faber

James Fabinski

Jack and Donna Fahlen

Charles Fahlgren and 
Kay Harley

Mary and Bill Fairgrieve

Richard and Barbara Faller

Fred Farage Jr. and 
Carl Strebel

Terry and Kim Farrugia

Jan Faulkner

Gary and Elizabeth Fazzio

Gregory and Nancy Fazzoni

David Feenstra

Lois Feichtenbiner

James and Creda Feller

James and Deborah Fellowes

Douglas and Kate Ferguson

John and Joan Ferrari

Charles and Mary Fierle

Bob Finch and Melissa 
Lain-Finch

Rollie and Brenda Fink

Beverly and Jim Finlayson

Andrew Fischer

Ethel Fischer

Jack Fischer

Jane and Steve Fish

Brian and Vera Fisher

Bruce Fisher and Julie Adams

Ryan and Kelly Fisher

Ron and Mary Fitch

Diane and Alan Florkowski

Michael and Donna Flynn

Susan Flynn and Jeff Corwin

Robert and Judith Fogarty

David Foley and 
Margaret Willman

Michael and Mary Foley

George and Mary Ford

Richard and Susan Ford

Robert and Marcy Ford

Raymond and Marsha 
Foresman

Margaret Forgione

Ruth Forrest

Lois Roper Forrester

Linda Forster

Catherine and Frank Forsyth

Barbara Forwood

Barry and Julie Foster

Bud and Nancy Foster

Bob and Ruth Fountain

Nancy Foust

Lisa Fox

Pamela Fraker

Joyceann Francis

Linda Frank and 
Klaus Lehrer

Lora Frankel

Leonard and Karen Franseen

Lisa Franseen

Don and Nancy Fraser

Charles and Julie Frayer

Alta and Rob Frears

Suzanne Freshour

David and Esther Frey

Norman and Mary Anne Frey

Madelyn and James Frick

George and Maiga Friess

William and Nancy Fronk

Carlton and Rondi Fry

PHOTO BY NATE RICHARDSON
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Erin Fry

Margaret Fry

Stephen and Susan Fry

Edward and Rita Furdak

Joel and Lucille Gaff

Christopher and 
Mary Gaffield

Douglas Gage and Cheryl Sisk

Richard and Rebecca Gagnon

Peter and Patricia Gaines

Stephen and Gloria Gainsley

Alex and Mary Anne 
Galbraith

Gary and Victoria Gallup

Paul Gambka

Robert and Christine Gamble

Philip and Lois Gannon

Karen Garber and 
John DesMarais

Lee and Carolyn Gardner

Sallie Gardner

Kimberly and James 
Gardzulis

Richard and Bobbi Garner

Heidi Garrahy

Clay and Linda Garrett

Susan Garrison

Christopher Garrock

Dawn Garrock

Marissa Garrock and 
Manny Duque

Doug and Terri Gast

�omas Gast and Sue Leason

Byron and Sheila Gay

Mark and Mary Beth Gentry

John and Ann Gerhardt

Bruce and Valerie Gerhart

Jim and Lucy Gerlach

Roger Gerstle and 
Marjie Rich

Walter and Virginia Gerstner

Hilary and John Gessner

�omas Getz and Margaret 
Burrows-Getz

Jeremy Gibson and 
Carolyn McDonald

James and Nancy Gibson

David and Helene Gidley

James and Lisa Gies

Marc and Pauline Gilbert

Jerri Marie Gillett

Richard Gillikin

Jerry Gillissen

Michael Gillman

Susan Gilmore

Joe and Lois Gilmore

Mark Gilmore

Amy Ginebaugh

Kimberly and Robert Gingell

Dean and Sharon Ginther

William Gittlen and 
Sarah Campbell

Robert Glassman and 
Jennie Lieberman

Craig and Sharon Goble

Mary Joan and 
James Godfroy

Matthew Godlewski and 
Jacob Whitman

Christine, Jeff and 
Tom Goebel

Richard Goerke

Lita Goess

Wesley and Lorene Goff

Lois Goldstein and 
John Heiam

James and Sharon 
Goodheart

Doug and Karen Goodkin

Jack and Liz Goodman

Janet and Stanley Goodman

T. James and Marilyn 
Goodwin

Andrea and Wayne Goryca

Jack Gossett

Elizabeth Gotsch

Ruth and John Gottlieb

�omas and Inez Gotts

Chuck Grabiel and 
Connie Armstrong

Jeffrey Graft

Marcia and Ross Graham

Georgine and Tom Grapes

Michael and Christine 
Gravlin

Barbara and Bob Gray

Judith Greaves

Rose and Mary Green

�om Greene and 
Nadeen Kieren

Arthur and Susan Greenlee

Elliott and Sandra Greenspan

Bruce & Erica Greer 
Family Foundation

Matthew Gregory and 
Christine Phelps

Leonard Grey

Christopher and 
Marlene Griffin

Jo Grindem

Michael and Anne Groleau

Nancy and Richard Grote

Helen Grove and 
�eodore Wagenaar

Lowell and Mary Gruman

Julianna and Joseph Gulish

Hans and Linda Gundersen

Beth and Wayne Guntzviller

Ronald Gurdak and 
Susan Mohr

Lionel and Carol Guregian

Werner and Marianne 
Gutknecht

Jeff Guy

Kathleen and Mark Guy

Daniel and Anne Guyton

Jan and Dave Gwinnell

Christine Haack and 
Mark Hood

Robert and Sheridan Haack

Salim and Geraldine Haddad

Carol and Dale Haddon

Michael and Mary Haley

James and Judith Hall

Gail Halliday and Tim Laney

Gloria Halligan

David and Judith Halsted

Frederick Hambly

Anne Hamilton and 
Susan Gillen

Mary Jo and Gerald Hamlin

Diana Hammond

Don and Meg Haney

Gerry Hansen

Joanne Hansen

Lyle Hansen

Barbara Hanson

Byron Hanson

William and Kathleen 
Hanson

Mindy Hardin

Dale and Barbara Hargreves

Frances Harju

Donald and Barbara Harmer

Phil and Mary Harmeson

Robert and Carol Harmon

Rena Harold and Linda 
Loewenstein

Barry and Evelyn Harper

William Harper

Mark and Cathy Harrell

Janice and �omas 
Harrington

Kirk and Liz Harrington

Dave Harrison

Brent and Letha Harshman

Cornelia Hart

Joanne and John Hartmann

Donald and Clara Hasenick

Louise and Larry Haskett

Christine Hassett

Floyd and Jana Hassett

Charles Hathaway

David and Margaret Hauser

Gerry and Mary Haw

Bethany and Robert Hawkins

Gary and Allison Haworth

Jill Hayes

Willa Elizabeth Hayes

Jeanne and Michael Haynes

Richard Haynes

Vickie Hays

Scott and Nancy Hedberg

Christopher and 
Elizabeth Hedden

James Heddins and Donna 
Bartholomew-Heddins

Robert and Barbara Heflin

Joe Heiler

Jerry and Barbea Heiman

Alison and Conrad Heins

Laura and Scott Heintzelman

Phyllis and Dykstra Heinze

Gregory Hekel

Patricia Hendry

Dotti and Jill Henemyer

Cameron Henke

Mike Hennesey

Bill and Ann Henning

Sandra and Mark Henschell

Roger Hersey and 
Shelly Bryde

William and Debra Hershey

Carol Hess

Dan and Karen Hess

Phil Hess and Stephanie 
Blatchley

Roxan Hessenaur

John and Linda Hewett

Wallace and Dolores Hibbard

Doug and Martee Hickman

David and Judy Hicks
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Ann and Don Highlands

Jane and Carol Highsaw

Jim Highsaw and 
Linda Prentice

Cheryl and Richard Hiipakka

Sid Hilderley

Bruce and Anne Hildreth

Audrianne Hill and 
Misti Trap

Philip Hill and 
Elizabeth Rodgers

Matthew Hilliard

Bruce Hilty

Steven Hilty

Dr. Kristina Hindert and the 
Honorable Ronald Nehring

Alan and Elizabeth 
Hindmarch

Leigh Hinkamp

Ruth Hinricks

Richard Hitchingham

�omas Hitchman and 
Keith Hewitt

Michael and Janet 
Hluchaniuk

John and Shirley Hoagland

George and Mary Hobig

Melissa Hoeppner

William and Suzanne Hoff

Robin and Patrick Hogan

Steve and Annie Hogler

John and Catherine 
Holcombe

Marie and Doug Holem

William and Myrna Holland

�omas and Carol Hollowell

Charles and Susan Holmes

Robert and Frances Holmes

Karen Holstad

Carolyn Holt

Gary Holt

Anne Honhart

Jennifer Hopkins

Mel and Marlene Hopp

Brad and Jan Hopwood

Robert Horstman

Mary Hotson

Linda and Bill Householder

Edward and Joyce Howard

Michael and Marsha Howard

Catherine Hudak

Michael and Lesa Huget

Nancy Hulka and 
Duane Dunlap

John and Wilma Hultman

Dawn Humphreys

John Hunt

Mary and Robert Hurley

Kathy and Rich Huseltine

Amy Hutchinson

Michael and Tafel Hutchison

Jerry and Carol Inman

Gretchen and Ted Iorio

Isabel Jackson

James Jackson

Laurence and Barbara 
Jackson

Ronald and Janet Jackson

Stephen and Debra Jackson

T. Michael and Joan Jackson

John Jacobs

Paul and Laura Jacobson

Rosalind Jaffe

John and Kathy Jahoda

Robert and Mary Jaklevic

Bill Jamnick

Durkhanai Jan

Joachim Janecke

Mary Janik

Lee and Shirley Janssen

James Jaroh

Jennifer Jay and Evan 
Johnstone

David and Christine Jaymes

Gerald Jehle

Donald Jennette

Sue Jennings

Phyllis Jenson

David Jeschke

Robert Jessup

Michael and Jean Johns

John and Joanne Johnsen

Barbara Johnson

Keith and Claudette Johnson

Kim and Margaret Johnson

Paula Johnson and 
Steve Parks

Ronald and Sharon Johnson

Jill and Ron Johnston

Paula Jonas

David and Nancy Jones

Debbie Henn Jones

Mariah Jones

Molly and William Jones

Philip and Susan Joseph

Steve and Linda Juday

Cynthia and Allen Julian

Susan and Chuck Julian

Juniper Garden Club

�omas and Sarah Juntune

Raymond and Beverly Jusick

Karen Kamerschen

Marilyn Kamp

Elaine and David Kanski

Linda Kao

Carol and H. Peter Kappus

Claire and Jesse Karner

Robert Kasperek and 
Lynn Formanczyk

Marilyn Keil

Timothy and Karen Keller

Ann and Pete Kelly

Bill and Nancy Lou Kelly

Judy Kelly

Kevin Kelly

Patrick and Mary Kelly

Robert Kelly

Ellen and William Kelso

Cliff and Kathy Kelto

Keli and Chris Kenny

Karen Kerrigan

John and Donna Kessler

Wendell Kevwitch

Charles and Janet Kibby

Phyllis Kidd

Donald and Sharon 
Kieliszewski

Corey and Rebecca Kienholz

Janet Killian

Douglas Kimble and 
Priscilla Walmsley

Kelly Kin

Carol and Robert Kindt

Diane and Donald King

Donald and Barbara King

Darrell and Shirley Kinnan

Kathleen Kircher

Joyce Kirshner and 
Frances Wyatt

Eric Kivisto

Megan Kivisto

Phoebe and Anthony Klain

Molly and Charles Klettner

Edward Klim

Mary and Steven Knebel

Ray and Liz Kobe

Don Kogut and Ann Standke

Charles and Susan Konieczny

Marilyn Koons

Steven and Kathleen Kopitz

Richard Kosinski and 
Deborah Ochs

Mark and Debra Kosowski

Richard and Shelley Kotz

James and Karen Kowalski

Carol Kozelka

Kelly Kraft

Rev. Oscar and Shirley Kraft

Ted Kraimer

Anthony Kramer and 
Barbara Bailey

Beryl Krasner and 
David Bradley

Charles and Judy Kraus

David and Barb Krause

Eileen Kreiner

Jean and Walt Kretzmann

Amy Krigbaum and 
Phillip Conroy

Edmund and Anne Krigbaum

David and Linda Krill

Jeff Kroeger

Richard and Galen Krupka

Dennis and June Krus

David and Teri Kuffner

Frederick and Ann 
Kuhlmann

George and Betty Kuhn

Robert and Kelley Kuhn

Christy Kuhnke

Jerry and Judy Kulka

Kathy and Michael Kurap

Jeff and Kelly Kurburski

Jeannette and Jeffrey Kyff

Harold and Kelly La Londe

Patricia and Dennis Labelle

Tammy and Don LaFaive

Bruce and Andi Laidlaw

Lake Shores Garden Club

Vernon and Tina Lalone

Keith and Bernice Lamkin

Christopher and 
Mary Lamping

Martha Landis

Gregory and Audrey 
Landsfeld

Keith Langlois and 
Francine Melotti
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�eodore and Natalie 
Lanham

Robert and Penfield Lanphier

Michele and Dennis Laporte

�omas Larabel

Craig and Susanne Larrabee

Lynn Larson and Paul Christ

John and Mary Anne 
Larzelere

Harold and Pamela Lassers

Joey and Marilyn Latterman

Margaret Laubach

Frederick and Jeannie 
Lauppe

David and Jane Lawrence

Hazel Lawrence

Eleanor and Donald Layman

Ben Layne and Ruth Virkus

Carole and Willie Lee

Ryan Lee

David and Patricia Leege

David and Rebecca Leege

John and Darlyne Leete

F. R. and Gloria Lehman

Ted and Yolanne Leno

Marilyn Leppek

Bertram and Mary Lerchen

Mark and Juliana Leslie

Joseph and Kathleen Lessard

Jan Leuallen

Lori and Mark Leugers

William and Nancy LeValley

Robert and Margaret Levine

Dorothy and John Lewis

Jim Lewis

Richard and Colleen Lewis

Richard and Sally Lewis

John and Cynthia Lhost

Tom Lieb

Gordon and Kelly Liechti

John Lien

Zach and Misaeng Liggett

Marilyn and Tony Ligi

Ross and Cathy Lillie

Marcy and Jordan Lindberg

Jim and Jan Lindner

Lance and Mary Lindwall

Gerald Linn and 
LuAnn Orbeck

Dency Lippert

Barry and Linda Lishawa

Gary and Sharon Lloyd

Ryan and Logan Lockman

Robert and Susan Lockwood

Rodney and Kathleen 
Lofquist

Robert Logee

Patricia and John Lohman

Matthew Lohrentz

James and Donna Long

Judith and Rod Long

James and Miriam Longcore

Ellen Longmire

Raymond Longuski

Roger Looyenga

Dale and Judy Lopus

Staton and Carol Lorenz

Audrey and John Losey

J. Ron Lovasz

Sam and Linda Lovio

Katie Lowran

Dwilla and Clarence Lubahn

Ray and Nancy Ludwa

Nancy and John Lukasiewicz

Michael and Margaret Lumm

Tim Lund

Cliff and Jo Lundeen

Emily Lundmark

Judith and Arne Lundmark

Ben and Sally Lundquist

Gail Lungershausen

Sarah Lutes and 
Linda Guthrie

Richard and Karen Luther

Gregory and Susan Lyman

Jeremy Lyman

Rebecca Lyman and 
Andrew Bridges

Gail Lynch

Roy and Asta Lynch

Will and Barbara Lynch

�omas and Barbara Lyon

Robert Lytle

John and Anne Mabley

Hedges MacDonald

Mary MacDowell

�omas and Lois MacGregor

Dan and Kathy Flynn Mach

James and Christina 
MacInnes

Laura Macke

Mr. Douglas and Eleanor 
MacKinney

Ellen MacKinnon

Helen and Ken Macleod

Gordon Macowan and 
Carolyn Meyer

Richard Maddin

Mark Maddox and 
Sarah Sutton

Dr. Matthew and 
Jody Madion

Magoun Family Fund

Tom and Gladys Maguire

Dave and Barb Mahan

Joseph Mahr

Bill Main

Jean Maiville

Kevin and Sue Malone

Tad and Brenda Malpass

Gerard Mandziuk

Sally and Patrick Manke

Aaron and Lori Mansfield

Pete and Mary Mantei

Karen and David Manthei

Jon and Mary Ann March

James and Evelyn Marchio

Linda and Anthony Marchio

Gary Marek and 
Mary George

Tracy and Sandra Mariage

Richard and Lori Marl

Lee and Pauline Marmion

George and Carol Marsh

Jamie and Barbara Marsh

Barbara and John Marshall

Bruce and Katrina Marshall

Robert Marshall

David and Nicole Martin

Joseph and Marilyn Martin

Porter and Carren Martin

Porter and Sherrie Martin

Leon and Shirley Martuch

Charlotte Marx

Karen Mauro-Doren 
and Peter Doren

Andrew Mason and 
Natalie Riquelme

Dave Mathews

Emily Matteson

Jack, Joann and 
Myron Mayer

Mike and Linda Mayer

Lee Maynard

Pauline Mayo

Jeffrey and Mary Mazure

John and Havala McCall

Beverly McCamman

John and Suzanne McCarthy

Rosalie and Patrick 
McCarthy

Gloria McClay

Meredith McComb

Will and Carole McCord

Lawrence and Margaret 
McCormick

Jeanie McCoy

Allen and Midge McCreedy

Bob and Lisa McCririe

Michael and Sandra 
McDonald

Matt and Ann McDonough

Jan McFarlane and 
Kathleen Blake

Chloe and Keith McGehee

John McGilliard

James and Michelle McGuire

Paula McIntyre

Lawrence and Joan McKay

Dan and Lucy McKeen

Dave and Debra McKeon

Cathy and Bob McKinley

Sharon McKinley

Peter and Julie McKnight

Jane McKune

Suz McLaughlin

Joan McLay

Mary McLean

Rosalie McLenithan

Nick and Mary Jean 
McMaster

Jeff and Annette McMullen

�omas and Sue McNally

Heide McNichols

Greg and Cindi McPherson

�omas and Linda Mead

Timothy and Nancy Mead

John and Nancy Meade

Luke and Kathleen Meert

Lisa Meleski

Rita Melotti and 
Andrew Bishop

Bill and Jill Mendenhall

Daniel and Lynn Merchant

David and Jan Merrell

Katherine Messenger 
and Will Wright

Kristi Messing

Gifts of $1–$999 — Continued �rough Page 41



37GTRLC.ORG

Linda Messing and 
Kenneth Rudisel

Constance Metcalf

John and Pat Metzker

Amy and Dan Meyer

James Meyer

Judith Mich

Maureen Michaels

Tina Mickelson

Philip and Connie Micklin

Norman and Shirley 
Mientkiewicz

Timothy Milford

David and Donna Miller

Ellen Miller

Louis and Jennifer Miller

Louis and Karen Miller

Wayne and Jane Miller

William Miller

Helen Millhouse

James and Mary 
Beth Milliken

Claud Mills

Jennifer and Jay Mills

Robert and Kristen Miner

Mishler Family

Carol Mitchell

Lisbeth and Paul Mitchell

Samuel and Karen Mitchell

Erin Mittendorf

Margaret and Henry Moczul

Ellen Monahan

Norine and James 
Montgomery

Donald Moon

Donna and James Moore

Margaret Moran

Stephen and Diana Morgan

William and Katherine 
Morgan

Bob Morningstar and 
Elizabeth Anderson

Dorothy Moroff

Robert and Marellene 
Morrell

Herbert Morris

Dr. James Morris

Richard and Elizabeth 
Morris

J. Elliot and Florence 
Morrison

Robert and Mary 
Ellen Morrison

Jacqueline Morse

Barb and Gregory Mort

John and Victoria Moseley

Tom and Julie Mountz

David Moyer and 
Barbara Hastings

Anne Mudgett and 
Scott Furgueson

Karen Mudgett

Eric and Amy Mueller

Richard and Marilyn Mumaw

Jo Ann and Gary Munce

Molly Murbach

Ann Murphy

Dennis and Judy Murphy

Sharon Murphy and 
Sharon Montonye

Joan Murray

Rich and Elizabeth Murrell

Kenneth and Patricia 
Musson

Gregory and Nancy Myers

Maureen Myers

Roger and Martha Myers

Yvonne Myers

Bob Naftali

Sarah and Troy Naperala

Catherine Nehil

Peter D. and Susan C. 
Neithercut Fund

Roger and Stephanie Nelsen

Fred Nelson

Gary Nelson

John Nelson and 
Lynne Moon

Larry and Kelly Nelson

Michele Nelson

�omas Nelson

Nelson Family Fund of 
the Bank of America 
Charitable Gift Fund

Michele and Joe Nerone

Patrick and Jennifer Nestor

Becky Nettles

Gerald and Jan Neumann

Mary and Paul Neustadt

Mary Ellen Newport

Beverly Newson

Charles and Cynthia Newton

Molly and Paul Nichols

Nels and Lynda Nichols

Michael and Kathleen 
Nicholson

Chris Nickerson

Michael and Marilyn Niebel

Marion and Joseph Nied

Shirley and Jerry Niemi

Mary Nolan and Bob Bronson

Richard and Sondra Nordin

George North

Ellen Northway

Northwoods Ski & Spree Club

Gary Noteware

Kevin and Mickie Novorolsky

Don Nowak

Ken and Marilyn Nowak

Ronald and Ruth Nugent

Dr. Homer Nye and 
Rebecca Mang

Laurie Goodrich O’Brien

�eresa O’Brien

Cheryl and Bill Oconnell

Richard and Adrianne Odell

Bruce and Cathy Odom

Bruce and Rebecca Ogilvie

Robert and Ann Ogur

Mike and Daniele Okma

Gloria Olds

Megan and Andrew Olds

Lisa Oleson and 
Buckley Johnson

Paula Oleson

Bill and Joan Olsen

Edward and Susan Olsen

Vicki and Craig Olsen

Eric and Kim Olson

Jack and Carol Olson

John and Carolyn Olson

J. �omas O’Reilly

�omas and Connie 
O’Rourke

�omas and Mary Osborn

Gary and Kristi Osga

David and Renee Osgood

Jerry Ostlund

Nancy Outten

Donald and Christine Owen

Judy Owen

Kipp Owen

Leroy Owens and Mary 
Lou Henderson

Michael and Victoria 
Pachulski

Ted and Lori Pall

Bonnie and William Palmer

Susan and �omas Palmer

�omas and Victoria Palmer

Philip and Heidi Pandolfi

Roland and Sara Pandolfi

Robert and Julee Parker

Victoria Parker

Wendell and Mary Parker

William and Kathleen 
Parsons

Kathy Partin and 
Jean Hughes

Glenn Pascoe

Craig and Judy Passon

June and John Pate

Nancy and Jerold Patterson

Penelope Paulley

Priscilla Payne

Phyllis Peacock

Tad and Margie Peacock

Kate Pearson and 
Steve Cruzen

Diane and �omas Pederson

Henry and Sally Peet

Dennis and Mary Penney

Jo Peregrine

Elizabeth Perkett

Elmer and Ruth Peterman

Jean Peters

Kathleen Peters

Monnie Peters

Mary Peters

Nathaniel and Juanita Peters

Curtis Peterson

John and Kathy Peterson

Rebecca Peterson

Candy and Stephen Petrick

Althea Petritz

George Petritz

Michael and Kathryn 
Pettersen

John and Amy Pflughoeft

Denny Phillips

Lisa and Michael Phillips

Scott and Pam Phillips

Stephen Phillips

Kenneth Pickering

Denis and Martha Pierce

Patrick Pierce

Mary Pitcher

Marie Plester

Paul and Barbara Poehlein

Candace and Larry Powell
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Laura Powers

Gary and Sandra Pownall

William and Judith Prakken

Allen and Linda Pratt

Terry and Anita Pratt

Ed and June Prein

Woneta and Robert Prenger

Larry and Lauren Prentice

Tim Prescott and 
Linda Wessels

Judi Pressick

Lloyd and Shirley Preston

Roger Priest

David and Joan Pritchard

Robert Probst

Michael Prochaska

Elizabeth Proulx

Frank Proulx

Tim and Julie Puckett

Emerson and Elizabeth Pugh

Robert and Connie Pulcipher

Bonnie and Doris Purvis

Katharine Pyott

Gary and Karen Qualmann

Hedwig Quick and 
Cindy Fletcher

Mrs. Marilynn Quick

Larry Quimby

Robbie Rabanus

Robert and Elaine Rabideau

John and Linda Racine

Eric and Joni Rammelkamp

David and Laurie Randall

James and Lisa Randall

Katherine Ranta

Ross and Shelly Rapaport

Porter Ratliff

Margie and Lou Rauh

Elaine Raven

Patricia Raven

Ricki Ravitts

Lynn and June Rayle

Bradley and Marilyn Raymond

Polly Rea

Bruce and Linda Redman

Kate Redman

Leslie and Richard Redmond

John and Barbara Reed

Patricia and William Reed

Richard Reed

Ruth Reeve

Mike and Kathy Reid

Robert Reider and 
Susan McCraven

Laura and Jabin Reinhold

Greg and Terri Reisig

Conrad and Adele Reiter

Dan Remahl

Emilia Rennie

Casey Ressl and James Morse

Linda Rexer

Michael and Alice Rhyner

Clark Richardson

Gary Richardson and 
Cheryl Gross

Karen Richardson

Merrick and Toni Richardson

Nate Richardson

Palma Richardson

Lorie and Mark Richmann

David and Ann Rigney

Helene and Dan Rimer

Robert Riney and Sandra 
Bowman-Riney

Heather Rinkel

Constance Riopelle

David and Kathy Ripmaster

Mary Risley

Tom and Ellen Roan

Richard and Janet Robb

Karen Roberts and 
Mike Madden

Alexander Robinson

Patricia and Edward Robinson

Michael and Libby Robold

Walter and Jan Roch 
Von Rochsburg

Gordon Rockwell

Barb and Mike Rodenberg

Nelson and Martha Rodes

Sally Rodgers

John and Rachel Roe

Kristen Roell

Dan and Martha Rogalny

Ann Rogers

Bruce and Joyce Rogers

Gwen Rogers

Steven and Linda Rogers

Mary Rohn

Daniel and Diane Roketenetz

David and Elizabeth Rollert

Bill and Karen Rosa

John and Tina Rose

Paul and Carol Rose

Judy and Ted Roseman

Sarah and Joel Rosenbaum

Ricky Ross

John Ross

Walter and Pat Ross

James and Brenda Rossi

Edward L. and Mildred L. 
Roth Family Foundation

John and Barbara Rothhaar

Ken and Sue Rottet

Deborah Rough

Fred Rounds

Claire and Ron Rowe

Diana and Basil Rowe

Ellen and Dale Rowe

Bob and Grace Rudd

Janet and Scott Ruggles

Donald and Judith Rumelhart

Jeff Runyon

Anthony and Natalie Rupard

Mary and Jerry Rupley

Charles and Diane Rushlow

Kevin and Lisa Russell

Matthew and Adrienne 
Russell

Richard and Phyllis Russell

Rudy and Jill Ruterbusch

Elizabeth Rutila

Rick and Cynthia Sack

Madelyn Safronoff

Donald Sagaser

James and Verna Sak

Kristin and John Sak

Pat and Lyn Salathiel

Marybeth and Gary Salowich

Diane Samarasinghe

John and Suzette Sanborn

Paul Sander and Lori 
Lichtman-Sander

Faith Sanders

Todd and Maura Sanders

Joel Saper

Connie Sargent

John and Margaret Sargent

Donald and Margaret Sarna

Mike and Nancy Sauve

Burton Savage

David and Melissa Sawin

Kay and Marvin Saxton

Anne and Mitchell Saywitz

Vincent and Kathryn Scanio

Howard Schaefer

S. Philip Schaffner

William Scharf

Jenna Scheub

Gary and Margo Schimmel

�eresa Schleede

Louise Schlief

Neill and Joan Schmeichel

Allan and Kay Schmid

Donald and Kim Schmidt

Diana Schmiedicke

�omas and Beverly Schmitt

Carl Schmult

Davina and Virgil Schneider

William and Judith Schneider

Greg and Joanne Schnesk

Andrew and Ann Marie 
Schoenherr

Bob and Mary Scholl

Russell and Joanne Schopieray

Miriam Schreck

Douglas and Judith Schroeder

Wallace and Patricia Schroth

Bob and Janice Schuelke

Susan Schuler

�omas and Nancy Schulte

Katherine and Steven Schultz

Cathy Schulz

Earl and Georgann Schuster

Ann and Max Schwandt

Betty and Richard Scott

Bill and Irene Scott

David Scott

John and Gloria Scott

Wendy Scott

Sharon Scranton

Gary and Nancy Seabrook

John and Susan Seaman

William and Laurie Sears

Gary and Eiko Seevers

William and Marian 
Seidenstucker

Beverly Seifert

William and Kathryn Seitz

Rita Selden and Zachary Bell

Shirley Sevener

Chris and Michele Shafer

Carolyn Shah

Benjamin and Adele 
Shambaugh
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Benjamin and Shari 
Shambaugh

George and Roberta 
Shambaugh

David and Megan Shapiro

Linda and Stuart Sharp

Eleanor Shaw

Lillie Faye Shaw

Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Shaw 
Donor Advised Escrow Fund

Sondra Shaw-Hardy

John and Victoria Sheagren

Joan Sheard and 
Myrna Yeakle

William and Patricia Shearer

Susan and David Sheldon

Judith Shepelak and 
George Vinyard

William and Maridel Sherk

Timothy and Sharon Sherrow

Edward and Susan Shipman

Mary Shirley

Nancy and Chris Shotwell

Marion Shroyer

Steve and Carol Shuckra

Dianne and John 
Shullenberger

Barclay Shultz

Heather and Rick Shumaker

Peter Shumar

Siebenthaler Foundation

Allan and Marjorie Siefert

James and LaRayne Siegmann

Robert and Andrea Sigworth

Fritz Simons

Howard and Kathryn Simpson

Ann Sinclair

Michael Sipkoski

James and Shannon Sitek

Six Mile Lake Association

Patricia Skifstad

Mary Ann Slazinski

Joan Sleder

Randy Smale

Ronald Smeltzer

Chantel Smith

Dena Smith

Jack and Gail Smith

Marianne Smith

Mark and Ann Smith

Marsha Smith and 
Tom Gilbert

Matthew and Denise Smith

Sherwood Smith and 
Suzannah Tobin

Patrick Smolinski

David and Kathryn Snell

Margaret Soderberg

Patricia and Edward Sokol

Gerald Solanics

Peter and Mary Jo Solwold

Cliff and Mary Sorrell

Richard and Diana Sosnowski

William and Gretchen Soutear

Deborah and Tom Southworth

Ronald and Kathryn Sowers

Russell and Tina Soyring

Philip Spangenberg

Bob and Jill Spencer

James and Kelli Spencer

Jeff and Judy Spencer

John Spencer

Mark and Kathy Spencer

Linda and John Spevacek

Dave and Barb Spinniken

Lorry Spitzer and Diane 
Young-Spitzer

Patrice Spitzer

Judith Spohn

John and Elizabeth Sprague

Jerome Springer

William and Patty Springstead

Peter and Barbara Springsteen

Stephen Spurr

Nick and Rachel Stagman

Dan and Beth Stainforth

Julie and Terry Stalla

Linda and Leo Stallman

Marlene Stanczak

Daniel Stanford

Laura and Roger Stanwick

Gloria Stapp

Jill Staszak

Gretchen Staub

Gary and Jane Stauffer

Susan, Sally and 
Chuck Stearns

John and Lynn Steben

�omas and Eugenia Steel

Bethany Steffey

Robert and Kay Stehouwer

Fred and Mary Ann Stehr

John and Tina Steketee

Peter and Joan Steketee

Jonathan Stephens 
and Carla Kish

Steve and Lynn Stephens

Yvonne Stephens

Clarence and Catherine 
Stephenson

Louise Sternberg

Fred and Bettie Sterner

Gayle and Stephen Stewart

Kent Stewart

D. W. and Joyce Stibbs

Daniel and Jenifer Stiebel

Edward and Kris Stieg

Frank and Jill Stiltner

David and Linda Stimpson

Martha Stimson

Mr. Stockwell

Janet Stokes

Donald and Betty Stone

Barbara Stout

David and Kathy Stout

Bruce and Jane Stowe

John and Marilyn Strader

Joseph and Carol Strauss

Ann Strehle and 
Barbara Skurdall

Richard Streit

Judith Strickland

Margaret Strong

John and Irene Stuart

Bob Stuber

Marvin and Carol Studinger

Steven and Debra Styers

Doris and Joe Suarez

Karen and Daniel Succarde

Chris and Ali Sullivan

William and Cheryl Sullivan

Shirley Summers

Robert and Cheryl Sunday

Glenn and Kathy Sundbeck

�omas and Lisa Suntrup

Jerry Sura

James and Dona Sutherin

Judith Sutton

Mark and Susan Sutton

Stefan and Susan Svensson

Nicole Swager

Herbert Swanson

Joel Swanson

Judith Swartz

Sweetwater Evening 
Garden Club

Ward and Francoise Swingle

Scott Swinton and 
Sylvia Morse

Beth and Jeff Tabak

Bing Tai and Catherine Allen

Dan and Kristi Takens

Lawrence and 
Marianne Talon

Alice Tang

Jason and Jennifer Tank

Joseph Taraskavage

Philip and Susan Tarczon

Mike and Terry Tarnow

Michael and Jacquelyn 
Teagan

Nancy and William Tebelman

Marjorie and Svend Teglhoj

Nancy Templeton

Allen and Maureen Terbeek

Elizabeth Terrell

William Thacker and 
Anne Cavanaugh

June Thaden

Kelly and Carolyn Thayer

Cyril and Jacqueline Thiel

Homer Thiel

Audrey Thomas

Bruce and Jacquelyn Thomas

Carol Thomas

Jacqueline Thomas

Kenneth Thomas

Randall and Susan Thomas

Carolyn and Clif Thompson

Tom and Janet Thompson

John and Sandra Thorne

Bill and Marilyn Thornton

John Timmer

William Timmins

Patrick and Susie Tobin

Samuel Todd

Stanley Todd

William and Mary Todt

Marty Tomb

Steve and Amy Tongue

William and Christine Toole
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Andrew Topper

Jeanne Townsend

Jon and Harriet Townsend

Corey Treadway and Sarah 
Bancroft-Treadway

Debra and Keith Treiber

Jocelyn Trepte

Cynthia and Ron Tschudy

Brian and Laurie Tuck

Sara Tucker

Kathy Tuckerman

United Way of Northwest 
Michigan

United Way of 
Washtenaw County

Phyllis Valentine

James and Carol Valko

Dayna and Roderick Valpey

Barb Van Pelt and Dave Varga

Marcia Vandenbelt 
and James Cutler

Doug and Linda Vander Hoff

Jen and Stephen 
Vander Roest

Marcy and Kevin Vander Tuig

John and Jeanne 
VanderMeer

Diane and John VanderVeen

Laura Vanderveen

Daniel and Margaret 
VanHaften

Dana Vannoy

Bill VanPetten

David VanWinkle

George and Lauri Varga

Christine Varner and 
Peter Romeo

William and Barbara 
Vaughan

Lois Verbrugge and 
Elmer Gilbert

Douglas and Linda Verellen

Suzanne Vette

Alan and Bev Vicstein

Todd and Susan Vigland

Barbara Vincent

Tom and Maggie Vinette

Thomas and Kathleen Volle

Suzanne Voltz

Phil and Barb Von 
Voigtlander

John and Maureen Voorhees

Pamela and William 
Vredevoogd

Melinda Wagner

Sidney and Susan Wagner

Stephen Wailes and 
Jane East

May and Paul Waldron

Paige and Benjamin Waldron

Rep. Howard and 
Dianne Walker

Kent and Suzanne Walker

Richard and Mary Walker

Ruth and Randolph Wall

Barbara Wallace

Richard and Cathy Walle

Chris and Ashlea Walter

Richard and Christine Walter

Steven Walton

Sylvia and Jim Walworth

Doug and Ann Ward

Harmon Ward

Margaret Ward

William and Di-Anne 
Warmbein

Tony Warning and 
Martha Peterson

Anne Warren

Don and Sharon Watkins

Flint Watt

John and Pauline Watt

Price and Jane Watts

James and Sharon 
Wawrzyniak

Kathleen Way and 
Robert Molloy

Mary Weadock

Kennard and Judith Weaver

Mark Weaver

Tim Webb and Gail Roberts

Kathy Webber

Dave and Janice Webster

Veronica and Donald 
Webster

Richard and Lucinda 
Weiermiller

Bob and Maurine 
Weisenburger

Charles and Ann Weitz

Donna Weitz and Bill Smith

Thomas and Marcy Welburn

Doug and Cheryl Welday

Donna and Bill Weltyk

Dale and Barbara Wentzloff

Pamela Wenzel

Bruce and Catherine Werts

Carol and Mark Werts

Patricia Westen

Shannon and Tom Westgate

Roger and Mary Westover

Dennis Whalen

Tim and Colette Whalen

Joe and Linda Whelan

Carolyn White

Harvey White and 
Alice Lloyd

Gregory and Karen White

Kimberly White and 
David Bucholtz

Laurence and Carole White

Erin and Ben Whiting

Steve and Amy Whitlatch

Tim Whitney

Marilyn Whittaker

Luann Wieber

Rick and Raj Wiener

Linda Wikle and Gail Trill

Charles Wilbur and 
Caroline Blaum

Diane Wilbur

Christina Wilfling

Susan and Gerald Wilgus

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wilhelme

David Wilkins

Mickey Wilkinson

Phyllis and Ron Wilkinson

Mark and Virginia 
Willette-Green
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David and Judy Williams

David and Roberta Williams

Ken and Kim Williams

Temeka Williams

Bonnie Willings

John and Angela Willis

�omas and Gwen Willson

Bart and Patty Wilson

Kathryn Wilson

Lyle and Nancy Wilson

Steven and Mary Wilson

Tom and Susan Wiltse

Mr. and Mrs. William Winkel

Julie Winkler

Nathan Winkler

Anna and Ryan Winn

Emma Winter

Kenneth and Marguerite 
Winter

Alfred and Barbara Wishart

Charles Wisler

Gary and Margaret Withall

James and Gera Witte

Karla and Stan Woell

Carolyn Wolf

Shirley and Arthur Wolfe

Joan Wolfe

Wendy Wolfe and Paul 
Wawrzynek

Andrew and Noelle Wolff

Jesse and Molly Wolff

David and Ann Wood

Susan and James Woodburne

Ron and Diane Woods

Randi and Mark Woodworth

Kathleen Woolson

Donice Wooster

Tom and Mary Jo Workman

John and Kathleen Worm

Laura Worst and Dr. 
Robert Bracey

Helen Woytowich

Douglas and Margaret 
Wozniak

Stacy and John Wright

Dennis and Jan Wyckoff

Maureen Yahrmatter

Dr. Howard and Patricia 
Yamaguchi

Matthew Yanke

Melissa Yard

Pam and Jay Yarwood

Laura Yeo

Birgit Yetter and 
Keith Conway

Fred Young and Julie 
Youmans

Michael Young

William and Elaine Young

John and Peggy Zachman

Richard Zaebst

Cass and Dolores Zakrzewski

John and Marylou Zaloudek

Elden and Carole Zang

Ronald and Jeri Zawlocki

Ron Zeeb

Bruce and Diane Zeeuw

Douglas Zernow and 
Merilyn Ueno

Alan Zetterberg and 
Pam Goodwin

Pierre and Sally Zetterberg

Richard and Monica Zillich

Barbara Zimmerman

Liz and Scot Zimmerman

William Zinser

Stephen and Nancy Zirkle

Heidi and Andrew Zwerk

Matching Gift Programs

Aetna Foundation

CNA Foundation

GE Foundation

Grand Traverse Regional 
Community Foundation

IBM International 
Foundation

Illinois Tool Works 
Foundation 

W. K. Kellogg Foundation

Monsanto Foundation

Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation 

Pfizer Foundation

Skillman Foundation

Steelcase Foundation

Business Gifts 
$25,000 and more

American Proficiency Institute, Inc.

Business Gifts 
$5,000–$9,999

Aultra Ventures

Business Gifts 
$2,500–$4,999

Iceman Promotions, Inc.

Business Gifts $1,000–$2,499

Capital Charities, Inc.

David Webster Construction

Gosling Czubak Engineering Otwell Mawby, PC. R.M. Young Company

Business Gifts $1–$999

Alfie Embroidery Inc.

Anonymous

Arcadia House Bed 
& Breakfast

Bell Title Lakeshore

Big Boy, Inc.

Black Star Farms

Blarney Castle Oil & Propane

Bowers Harbor Vineyard 
& Winery

Candle Factory

Coldwell Banker 
Schmidt, Realtors

Columbia Asset Management

Cone Drive/Textron

Crystalaire Camp/
Camp Lookout

Ferguson & Chamberlain 
Associates

Fox Hair

Hagerty Insurance Agency

Hillshire Brands Company

JenTees, LLC

Johnson/Clark Printers

Lake Effect

Manitou Restaurant

Michael F. Zipser, CPA.

Mitchell & Associates, PC.

North Country Cars & Credit

Old Homestead 
Association, INC.

Olson, Bzdok & Howard, PC

Steve Perdue, Grand 
Traverse Industries

Re/Max of Elk Rapids

Riverside Title Company

Steve Fritz Art Service

Traverse Magazine

Whiteford Associates Inc.

Wildlife and Wetland 
Solutions

Williams Chevrolet-Honda

Windward Partnership
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Joe and Kathryn Anderson

Jeremiah and Kristi Avery

Robert and Nancy Baglan

Norman Bell and Gail Parry

Marcia Bellinger and 
Irv Stoner

Warren and Barbara 
Berthelsen

Audra and Nathan Bildeaux

Rosaleen and Richard Borton

Anne Brasie

Karl Brockmiller‡

Art Bukowski

Glen and Rebecca Chown

Norman and Laura 
Christopher

Julie Clynes

Joseph and Leslie Cook

Robert and Karin Cooney

�omas Crampton

Virginia Dike and 
Ijeoma Dike-Young

John Driscoll

Tom and Diane Emling

Chad and Monica Evans

Fred Farage Jr. and 
Carl Strebel

Jane and Steve Fish

David Foley and 
Margaret Willman

George and Mary Ford

Madelyn and James Frick

Stephen and Susan Fry

Karen Garber and 
John DesMarais

Marissa Garrock and 
Manny Duque

Mark and Mary Beth Gentry

Jeremy Gibson and 
Carolyn McDonald

Mark Gilmore

Anita DeMarco Goor

Gail Halliday and Tim Laney

Jack and Ruth Harris

Will Heelan

Dr. Kristina Hindert 
and the Honorable 
Ronald Nehring

Jennifer and Brian Jaffe

Jennifer Jay and 
Evan Johnstone

David and Christine Jaymes

Gerald Jehle

Jill and Ron Johnston

Charlie‡ and Linda Kehr

Donald and Barbara King

Jean and Walt Kretzmann

Gregory and Audrey 
Landsfeld

Marilyn Doty Larson‡

Katie and Elizabeth Lowran

Josephine Marquis and 
Joseph Fraser

Matt and Ann McDonough

Jane McKune

John and Nancy Meade

Rita Melotti and 
Andrew Bishop

Judith Mich

Barb and Gregory Mort

Anne Mudgett and 
Scott Furgueson

Richard and Marilyn Mumaw

Michele and Joe Nerone

Charles and Cynthia Newton

Megan and Andrew Olds

Gary and Kristi Osga

Kathy Partin and 
Jean Hughes

Kate Pearson and 
Steve Cruzen

Steve Perdue, Grand 
Traverse Industries

George Petritz

Eric and Joni Rammelkamp

Kate Redman

Nate Richardson

Heather Rinkel

Michael and Libby Robold

Sally Rodgers

Kristen Roell

Anthony and Natalie Rupard

John and Suzette Sanborn

William and Laurie Sears

Joan Sheard and 
Myrna Yeakle

Steve and Carol Shuckra

Jeff and Judy Spencer

Gary and Jane Stauffer

John and Lynn Steben

Chris and Ali Sullivan

Ward and Francoise Swingle

John Robert Williams 
and Terrie Taylor

Rep. Howard and 
Dianne Walker

Erin and Ben Whiting

Rick and Raj Wiener

Diane Wilbur

Julie Winkler

Nathan Winkler

Wendy Wolfe and Paul 
Wawrzynek

Andrew and Noelle Wolff

Jesse and Molly Wolff

Birgit Yetter and 
Keith Conway

LAND CHAMPIONS
JANUARY 1 – DECEMBER 31, 2016 
Land Champions commit to monthly gifts that support 
the very foundation of our mission. By supplying a 
steady and reliable source of income to fund the 
day-to-day work of the Conservancy, Land Champions 
allow us to plan and sustain our work more effectively. 
We are grateful for their commitment and generosity.

PHOTO BY NATE RICHARDSON

‡ Deceased
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Martha Aemisegger‡

Anonymous (6)

Hal & Kathryn Armstrong

Marjorie E. Arney‡

Judy and Paul Arnold

Christine Arvidson 
and Henry Doss

Robert and Nancy Baglan

George and Martha Bailey

George and Merry Ball

Daniel P. Baumhardt

Rosemary Benedetti

Naomi Borwell‡

Kathleen Carpenter

Ruth W. Catton

Glen and Rebecca Chown

Bob and Cindy Clement

Sara Cockrell

Jane R. Comings

Bonnie Craig and 
Dan Sylvester

Karen and Ronald Culp

Marcia and Ted Curran

Robert and Arlene Dean

Jock and Sue Denio

Michael and Barbara 
Dennos‡

Alice J. Detzler

Betsy and Stan Dole

Diane L. Dupuis

David and Linda Egeler

Arthur Elliott‡

Rich and Susan Erwin

Karen Garber and John 
DesMarais, In Memory 
of Dr. Frank W. Garber 
and Ellen A. Garber

Lois Goldstein & John Heiam

Tom Greensmith

Anthony Grybok‡

Jessica A. Hatch

Victor C. Hayes‡

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Hicks

Tom and Myrna Hitchman

Anne M. Hoffa

William Holland

Jim and Diana Huckle

Donald E. Hunt

William A. Hyslop

Harry and June Janis

Jerry and Pat‡ Jehle

Walter H. Johnson

Joyce Keillor‡

�e Rev. Dr. Kathleen 
L. Kircher

Wayne and Ruthanne 
Kladder

Oscar H. Kraft‡

Kima M. Kraimer

Edith Krause‡

Robert Charles & Patricia 
Cosner Kubic

Richard‡ and Marlene 
Loughmiller‡

Wendy MacGaw

Rosemary Malocsay

Kent‡ and Barbara Manning

Josephine “Jody” Marquis

Bob & Nancy Marshall

Diane McDonald

Christie McGue and 
Robert Calt

Donald McIntyre, Jr.‡

Dick and Shirley McNally‡

Harriet Miller-Brown 
and Keith Miller

Robert and Joyce Mims

Elizabeth S. Mitchell‡

John and Nancy‡ Morrison

Ruth Luse Myers‡

Ray & Paula Nichols

Elaine Oeflein‡

Julie Pearson

Kate Pearson

Robert W. & Ann H. Pike

Mary J. Pitcher

Eula Pray‡

David and “Weezie” Reese

Dan Remahl

Patricia D. Robinson‡

Tom Robinson‡

Elizabeth B. Rodgers

Edward and Elyse Rogers

John Ross

Eda June (Novak) Scott‡

Gregory D. Seman

Chris and Michele Shafer

George E. Shambaugh, Jr.‡

Colette M. Stanish‡

D.W. and Joyce Stibbs

Ann & Allen Taylor

Terrie E. Taylor, D.O.

Herbert H. Tedder‡

William and Mary Todt

Andrew M. Vander Molen‡

Dana Vannoy

Suzanne J. Voltz

Phil and Barb Von 
Voigtlander

Ralph A. and Margaret  
von Walthausen —  
our first annuitants

Lorenzo E. and Beverly 
F. Wagner‡

 M. Sue Waltz

Anne W. Warren

Gloria Whelan

John Wunsch and 
Laura Wigfield

Birgit Yetter

Ron and Marty Yocum

VANGUARD SOCIETY
JANUARY 1 – DECEMBER 31, 2016 
By making plans to benefit the Conservancy with future gifts — accomplished through estates, 
trusts, annuities, insurance policies, beneficiary designations, and other planned giving options — 
Vanguard Society members will continue to make a difference for land conservation far into the 
future, helping to ensure that the places we protect today will be cared for, forever.

PHOTO BY NATE RICHARDSON
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Donate with Confidence
Your donations to the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy help to protect significant scenic, 
natural, and farm lands from development, ensuring that the most critical lands will continue to 
provide local food, open space, clean water, and healthy habitat, now and for all future generations.

You can donate 
with confidence, 
knowing that you 
are contributing 
to an accredited, 
effective and 
fiscally responsible 
organization.

PHOTO BY NATE RICHARDSON
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MEMORIALS
JANUARY 1 – DECEMBER 31, 2016 
Gifts were made in memory of the names shown in bold.

Shirley Adams
Jay Adams
Richard and Janice 

Coggeshall

Ginny Adleauson
Dori Turner

Charles Anderson
�e Anderson Cousins
Robert and Nancy Marshall
Lisbeth and Paul Mitchell
Molly and Paul Nichols

Lois Marie Anderson
Debra Dean
Ann and Pete Kelly

Brad Armstrong
Aultra Ventures

Ruth Bailey
Douglas and Margaret 

Wozniak

Arnold Bauer
Amy Ginebaugh

George Bell
Shirley and Jerry Niemi

Louis E. Bell
Jean Bell and 

Catherine Mullin

Carl Benz
Steven and Constance Benz

Raymond Berlin
Barb and Gregory Mort

Edith Blackhurst
Gayle and Stephen Stewart

John Blight
Dori Turner

Doris Breece
Robert and Joyce Mims

Rev. Dr. Ken Briemeier
Don and Deborah Dinkmeyer

Norman Brown
Audrey Brown

Van A. Burd
Joyce and Garland Hicks

Harold Burt
Virginia and Nancy Burt 

 

John Buxton
Susanne Buxton

John “Jack” Callahan
Michael Conway
Patrick and Carol Conway

Donald Chown
Dave Edmondson and 

Jo Westphal
Marion Shroyer

Mary Ann Churchill
Faye Backie
Marta and Nick Begley
Lou Ann and Robert 

Churchill
Patricia and Alan Cline
Barbara and Scott Czarnecki
Mary and Bill Fairgrieve
Margaret Fox
Bonnie and Allen Garbrecht
Geary Rimmer Vincent 

Wolf Foundation
Michael and Christine 

Gravlin
Linda and Craig Hanson
Linda and Carlton Hopp
Carolyn and Jess Miller
Richard and Judith Rovetto
Louise Schlief
Dawn Waggett

Charles Crumpton
Barbara Crumpton

Ann DeVergilio
Larry DeVergilio
Philip and Marsha DeVergilio
Norman and Mary Anne Frey
Dale and Barbara Hargreves
Veronica and Donald Webster

Richard Dietrich
Betsy Easterwood

Virginia Kerr Dietrich
Betsy Easterwood

Gladys Dragstedt
Lester and Natalie Dragstedt

Mary Jordan Ehlert
Ted and Mary Ehlert

Clyde Ewing
Robert Eichenlaub 

and Becky Ewing

Lucy Ferrari
John and Joan Ferrari

Natalie Field
Anonymous
Deborah Bunker
�e Natalie Field Foundation
Jane Greenfield
�e Duane Hefty Family
James and Denise Patton
�e John Riley Family

Zac Fochtman
Scott, Jane and Luke 

Fochtman

Anne Gahn
Catherine Alfred

Larry Garber
Todd and Susan Vigland

Abby Gartland
Jennifer Baragar
Anne Brasie
Bill Chamberlin
Christal and Paul Follett

Viola Giguere
John and Joan Ferrari

Zig Godt
Maurice and Elizabeth Allen

Ruby Golaski
Michael and Jean Johns

Gwendolyn Groves
Katherine Aldrich
Lois and David Baru
Brian Chodoroff and 

Patricia Benson
Peter and Patricia Fink
Cathy Groves
Chris Holmes
Eileen Huntzicker
Susan Huntzicker
Ann and Gary Moeller
Himanshu and Heena Patel
Joni Stover

Tom Guldberg
Jon and Mary Ann March

John and Marguerite 
Hakala

Homer �iel

Edwin Harris
Kathleen Gober-Waggoner 

and Rod Gober

Gerry G. Harsch
Sallie Gardner

Irene Hathaway
Charles Hathaway

George Field Hayes
Willa Elizabeth Hayes

Patricia Henke
Cameron Henke

Harold Hicks
Joey and Marilyn Latterman

James L. Highsaw
Bruce and Rhoda Bush
Jane and Carol Highsaw
Jim Highsaw and 

Linda Prentice

Alice Hinkamp
Cathy and Dave Benedict
Roger and Helen Dewey
Carolyn White
Shirley and Arthur Wolfe

Louis and Florence 
Honhart

Anne Honhart

Jack Hood
Christine Haack and 

Mark Hood

Michael Hudak
Catherine Hudak

Nancy Jacobs
John Jacobs
Mary McLean
Tom and Ellen Roan
Judy and Ted Roseman
William and Patricia Shearer

Clyde Edward Jones
Anonymous
Foy and Joel Baillie
Juanita and Susan Bennett
Irene Brown
Keith and Susan Carlyon
Diane Charron
Kay Christian
Larry and Donna Dodd
Nadine Dolan
Mary and Roy Downie
Janice and �omas 

Harrington
Ruth Hinricks
Michael and Jean Johns
Christy Kuhnke
Heide McNichols
John and Pat Metzker
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Clyde Edward Jones 
(continued) 

Norine and James 
Montgomery

Marion and Joseph Nied
Cheryl and Bill Oconnell
Lisa and Michael Phillips
Claire and Ron Rowe
Ellen and Dale Rowe
Jo and Pug Rundio
Eleanor Shaw
Patricia and Edward Sokol
Julie and Terry Stalla
Janet Stokes
Elizabeth Terrell
Kenneth �omas
Richard and Christine Walter
Bonnie Willings
Cass and Dolores Zakrzewski

Grace Joppich
Anonymous

Charlie Kehr
Jon and Mary Armstrong
�e Arvidson Family
Constance and 

Michael Barnes
Royce and Marj Beers
Priscilla Belden
Bill and Patrice Bobier
Suzanne and �omas 

Bohnhorst
Paul and Amanda Brink
Gary and Beverly Brouwer
Ronald Chao
John and Lynn Collins
Richard Cooper and 

Jan Tennant
Cooper-Gerhart Forestry
�e Dental Advisor
Deerhaven Family Dentistry
Roger and Helen Dewey
Rita Ann Doerr
Elizabeth G. and 

Stanley F. Dole
Kathy Dols and Al Stevenson
Earl and Anne Dryden
Maggie Duncan
Cheryl and Bill Dundon
Sue and Charles Ecker
Kenneth and Janet Engle
John and Char Ester
Chad and Monica Evans
Charles Fahlgren and 

Kay Harley
Curtis and Karen Ferber
Robert and Lee Foerster
Ruth Forrest
Franke Family Dentistry
Frankfort Garden �eater
Elizabeth and Keith Gaiser
Susanne Glynn
Grand Traverse Oral Surgery

Ward and Margaret Griffen
Lorrie Groenevelt
Kathleen and Mark Guy
John and Kelly Hall
Deborah and Michael Haller
Buzz, Karen and Luman Hejl
Jean Hilbert
Philip Hill and 

Elizabeth Rodgers
Jim and Diana Huckle
Jennifer and Brian Jaffe
Gerald Jehle
Fran Johnson
Gary and Carol Johnson
Raymond and Beverly Jusick
Debra Kehr
Linda Kehr
�omas and Susan Kehr
Patrick and Mary Kelly
John and Connie Kerns
William Lee
James and Christina 

MacInnes
Jan Manning
Robert and Nancy Marshall
Robert and Jane McElroy
Lawrence and Joan McKay
Bill Moorey Family
Marie Moorey
Larry Munsey and 

Brenda Corner
Debra Lewis and Kevin Nagy
Jean and Larry Neuhardt
Northway Orthodontics
Mary Pitcher
Robert and Diane Portenga
John Puetz
Jane Purkis
Charles and Judith Retallick
Louise and John Ryan
Wylie and Donald Schaffer
Barbara Schneider
Bob and Mary Scholl
Jane and Roger Schultz
Wesson and Janie Schulz
Gregory Seman
Heather and Rick Shumaker
Leah Sirrine
Evan Smith and 

Cynthia Anderson
Kris Stegmann
Steve and Lynn Stephens
Jane Stevenson
Craig and Mary Stucky
David Swan
Gary and Carol Tasch
Ann and Al Taylor
Dean and Maureen 

Templeton
Dori Turner
Judy Twigg
Richard Urquhart
Wendy and Donald Urquhart

Robert VanDragt and 
Jackie Norton

Susan Vigland
John and Lynn Vinkemulder
Hank and Bonnie Visser
Suzanne Voltz
Kathryn Vreeland-Rapai 

and Joseph Rapai
Margaret Wade
Peter and Nancy Weir
Keith and Judith Westphal
John Robert Williams 

and Terrie Taylor
Frank and Beverly Winders
John and Marylou Zaloudek

Betsy Kerns
Katharine Pyott

Inge Kraimer
William and Nancy LeValley
William and Suzanne Hoff

Michael Cody Kurtz
Michael and Kim Abbott
Paul and Amanda Brink
James and Barbara 

Burkholder
David and Toni Ferris
Larry and Jane Geiger
David and Lorah MacIntosh
Judith Malaski
Dale and Marie Mankin
Peter Morman and 

Mary Faber
Linda Peppler
Denise and Kim Rhoades
Imogene Rhoades
Pat and Lyn Salathiel
Linda and Leo Stallman
Evart and Cheryl Stewart
Hal and Shirley VanSumeren
Sharon Varga
Linda and Daniel Weist
Janie and Dan Wiest
Meredith Woods

Ed Lennington
Laura Powers

Jim Lund
Jane and James Lund

Edward Lyon
William Bardens
Suzanne Vette

Stan Malaski
Mindy Hardin

Clarissa Marckwald
Charles and Jeannie Chapin

Peter Marroso
Jan McFarlane and Kathleen 

Blake 

Shirley McNally
Arkansas Hunger 

Relief Alliance
Linda and Walter Barkey
Mary Ann Carmichael
Elizabeth Chapleski
John Chapleski
Rosemary Decamp
Michael and Cheryl 

Delehanty
Elizabeth G. and 

Stanley F. Dole
Leonard and Karen Franseen
�omas and Sue McNally
Helen Millhouse
Kathy Webber
Temeka Williams
Michael Young

Todd Mead
Will and Barbara Lynch

Mickey Mike
Lois Feichtenbiner

John Murray
Dori Turner

Denton W. Nelson, M.D.
Michele Nelson

Arthur J. and Doris 
E. Nerbonne

G. Patrick and M. 
Judy Nerbonne

Mike and Nancy Nerbonne

Phillip Orth
Patricia and Dennis Labelle
Karen Mauro-Doren 

and Peter Doren
Fred Nelson
Priscilla Payne

Casey Orvides
Dori Turner

Maxine Pelizzari 
(gifts directed to 
Pelizzari Natural Area)

Anonymous
Mack and Lorraine Beers
Burnette Foods, Inc.
Phyllis and Brent Cooley
John and Gina Erb
Martha and Philip George
Pam, Jason, Sylvia 

and Aaron Jones
Dave Murphy and Sue Peters
Marilynn and Jim Pecott
Pamela and Charles Pelizzari
Patricia Pelizzari
Douglas and Kelly Wright 
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Maxine and Eugene 
Pelizzari

John and �eresa Pelizzari

Chris Peregrine
Molly Murbach

Tom Peressing
Mishler Family

Exilo Amos Petovello
Keith Langlois and 

Francine Melotti
Sam and Linda Lovio
Rita Melotti and 

Andrew Bishop

Michael Plester
Marie Plester

Andrew Potts
Will and Barbara Lynch

Frederick Pringle
Rev. Oscar and Shirley Kraft

Kenneth and Doris Rathert
Lois Breimeier

Kenneth Walter Riffel
Anonymous

Howard and Lucille 
Riopelle

Constance Riopelle

Marian Robold
Joan McLay
Michael and Libby Robold

Jim and Mollie Rogers
David and Kathryn Snell

Bill Rose
Doris and Joe Suarez

Robert Rudd
Jennifer Jay and Evan 

Johnstone
Matthew Gregory and 

Christine Phelps

Gretel Geist Rutledge
May and Paul Waldron

Herbert E. Sawin II
Eric and Amy Mueller
David and Melissa Sawin
Pat Sawin 

 

Ralph Schwartz
Joan Cohen
Andrew Mason and 

Natalie Riquelme
Dori Turner

Eda June Scott
Wendy Scott

Mary Margaret Shalda
Chad and Monica Evans

Pamela Shultz
Barclay Shultz

Naomi Small
John and Wilma Hultman

Virginia Sorenson
Gregory and Nancy Myers
Mary Pitcher

Herbert Souder
Celeste Dykas and 

Bryan Bringat
Michele and Dennis 

Laporte
Old Homestead 

Association, INC.

John R. Spencer Jr.
Hagerty Insurance Agency
Mark and Kathy Spencer

Stephen S. Spencer
Charles and Penelope Curry

James �orpe
Linda and Greg Jaris

Norman Ueno
Douglas Zernow and 

Merilyn Ueno

David Vandermeer
John and Jeanne VanderMeer

Rhea June Vonderhoff
Will and Barbara Lynch

Sanford Waldon
Laurence and Barbara Jackson

Pat Washick
Carol Rabanus

Anne Wilson
Will and Barbara Lynch

Hattie and Robert Wilson
Elizabeth Gotsch

PHOTO BY NATE RICHARDSON
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A Day in May Events 
Clients and Vendor 
Team of 2016

Alicia Caldecott

Larry and Sharon 
Andringa

Jill Andringa

Judy and Paul Arnold
Dan and Ann Ernst
Sarah and Troy Naperala

Rabbi Bahle
Robert Carstens

Lenore Berlin
Barb and Gregory Mort

Greg and Chris Bohn
Coldwell Banker 

Schmidt, Realtors

Jim and Joani Braun
Jim and Mary Jo Braun

Drew Broadway
Lorie and Mark Richmann

Roger and Lynn Brown
Lindsay, Rodrigo and 

Raul Carter

Robert and Patricia 
Buttleman

Marcy and Kevin Vander Tuig

Vernette Cauchy
Coldwell Banker 

Schmidt, Realtors

Douglas Peter Clason
Todd Clason

Marcia and Ted Curran
Michael and Lesa Huget

Dennis, Gartland 
and Niergarth

Rebecca Adler
Jonathan Benjamin
Katherine Bourdow
Julie Burks
Kelli Clark
Krin Clary
Brian and Jennifer Dykstra
Trina Edwards
Lois Roper Forrester
Richard and Bobbi Garner
Kimberly and Robert Gingell
Vickie Hays

Christopher and 
Elizabeth Hedden

John and Catherine 
Holcombe

Durkhanai Jan
James Jaroh
Harold and Kelly La Londe
Rodney and Kathleen 

Lofquist
Patricia and John Lohman
Laura Macke
Aaron and Lori Mansfield
Tina Mickelson
Laurie Goodrich O’Brien
Laura and Jabin Reinhold
Burton Savage
Nicole Swager

Paula and Bryce Dreeszen
William and Dea Danly

Christine Fade and 
Stan Fisher

Marianne and David Appelt

Gary Fast
Kate Pearson and 

Steve Cruzen

Alison Fonseca and 
Brendan Mahoney

David Duggan

Dr. Jim Freeman and 
Mrs. Jan Freeman

Nancy Templeton

Carlton Fry
Erin Fry

Chad Gapinski and 
Nora Robinson

Joan Wolfe

Jeffrey Gardner
Coldwell Banker 

Schmidt, Realtors

Ruth and Robert 
Gardstrom

Christina Boothman

Steve and Jodie Haynes
Jeanne and Michael Haynes

Clay Hepler
Nancy Templeton

Jack and Martha Hicks
Amy and Jim Byrne

Jim and Diana Huckle
�omas and Barbara Auer

Ted and Gretchen Iorio
Elizabeth and Fillipe Iorio
Rachel Iorio

�e Irwin Family
Scot Egleston

Brian and Jennifer Jaffe
Charles and Susan Davidson

Harry and June Janis
Allen Janis

Jonathan Jessup
Robert Jessup

Randy Johnson
Daniel Stanford

Michelle Keith and 
Tim Quinn

Ben Layne and Ruth Virkus

Eric Kivisto
Megan Kivisto

Henry Kraft
Kelly Kraft

James Kraft
Kelly Kraft
Rev. Oscar and Shirley Kraft

Brian and Tami Kroll
Coldwell Banker 

Schmidt, Realtors

Dale and Yvonne Long
Coldwell Banker 

Schmidt, Realtors

Jim and Lynn Loomis
Coldwell Banker 

Schmidt, Realtors

Amy Lyman
Jeremy Lyman

Jim MacInnes
Robert Carstens

Robert Marshall
Ryan and Kelly Fisher
Christine, Jeff and 

Tom Goebel
Robert Marshall

Amous Maue and 
Mary Meier

Linda Wikle and Gail Trill

Matt McDonough
Sarah and Troy Naperala

Nancy and Phillip Meek
Kathy and Tom Lehner
Brian and Lori Meek

Meyer Family
William Gittlen and 

Sarah Campbell

Harriet Miller-Brown
Emilia Rennie

Bob Mittendorf
Erin Mittendorf

Judy Murphy
Kristi Messing

G. Patrick and M. 
Judy Nerbonne

Mike and Nancy Nerbonne

Michael and Nancy 
Nerbonne

G. Patrick and M. 
Judy Nerbonne

Stan and Linda Nunn
Mary Pitcher

James Pierman
Coldwell Banker 

Schmidt, Realtors

Patricia Raven
Kate Pearson and 

Steve Cruzen

Florence and Herb Reiley
Dan and Kathy Flynn Mach

Martha and Nelson Rodes
John and Julie Rodes

Mike Runyon
Jeff Runyon

Patricia Salathiel
Jeanne Salathiel

Joe and Jen Scholl
Bob and Mary Scholl

Jeff Scott and Mike 
Lingenfelter

Edward and Barbara Collins

AJ and Caroline Siegmann
James and LaRayne 

Siegmann

HONORARIUMS
JANUARY 1 – DECEMBER 31, 2016 
Gifts were made in honor of the names shown in bold.
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Jason and Havilah 
Siegmann

James and LaRayne 
Siegmann

Michael and Rita Stalker
Coldwell Banker 

Schmidt, Realtors

Shirley and Richard Suski
Coldwell Banker 

Schmidt, Realtors

Pete Swartz
Robert and Barbara Heflin

Gary and Carol Tasch
William and Karen Tasch

Rick Tasch
William and Karen Tasch

Dr. Terrie Taylor
Roy and Lou Anna Simon 

Jeanne Townsend
Kathy and Paul Weiner

Ron and Cynthia Tschudy
Stephen Phillips

Nancy Turner and 
Ed Andres

Kristi Messing

Robyn VanColen
Elk Rapids Garden Club

Watervale Inn
Joan Dedo

Barb and Dale Wentzloff
Richard and Monica Zillich

Gloria Whelan
Linda Rexer

Frank and Judith 
Wilhelme

James Jackson

Ken Barber

Black Star Farms

Bowers Harbor Vineyard

Chateau Chantal

Chateau Grand Traverse

Cherry Republic

Johnson Farm

Left Foot Charley 

Parshall Tree Service

Wunsch Farms

2016 GIFTSINKIND
We are deeply grateful to the following supporters for their generous contributions:

Conservation Resource 
Alliance

National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation, Sustain 
Our Great Lakes 
administered by �e 
Nature Conservancy

State of Michigan 
Department of 
Natural Resources

US Department 
of Agriculture, 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service

GRANTS FROM STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS 
AND PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS
The Conservancy is either a direct recipient or sub-awardee of grant funding from the following:

PHOTO BY NATE RICHARDSON

After many years of 
dedicated service our 
beloved Subaru has 
officially retired.

�is leaves our Stewardship field 
crew in need of a trustworthy 
auto or two. If you have a vehicle 
you would consider donating, 
please contact us. We are looking 
for something in good shape with 
some life left to it. Not much 
need for a sports coupe, but the 
crew would be open to most 
other types.
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Acme Bayside Park

Michael and Kim Abbott

Paul and Amanda Brink

James and Barbara 
Burkholder

Barbara Cochrane

David and Toni Ferris

Larry and Jane Geiger

David and Lorah MacIntosh

Judith Malaski

Dale and Marie Mankin

Peter Morman and 
Mary Faber

G. Patrick and M. 
Judy Nerbonne

Mike and Nancy Nerbonne

Michael and Linda Norris

Linda Peppler

Denise and Kim Rhoades

Imogene Rhoades

Jeanne Salathiel

Pat and Lyn Salathiel

Linda and Leo Stallman

Evart and Cheryl Stewart

Hal and Shirley VanSumeren

Sharon Varga

Linda and Daniel Weist

Janie and Dan Wiest

Meredith Woods

Jay and Sharma Zollinger

Arcadia Explore the Shores: Arcadia Marsh, Arcadia Beach and Overlook Trail at Arcadia Dunes

Anonymous (2)

Faye Backie

Jennifer Baragar

Marta and Nick Begley

Richard J. & Carolyn M. 
Blum Foundation

Lindsay, Rodrigo and 
Raul Carter

Bill Chamberlin

Patricia and Alan Cline

Barbara and Scott Czarnecki

Bob and Linda Deneen

Robert and Donna Dinkmeyer

Paula and Bryce Dreeszen

Mary Engdahl

Mary and Bill Fairgrieve

Christal and Paul Follett

Margaret Fox

Bonnie and Allen Garbrecht

Joanne and Donald Gatz

Geary Rimmer Vincent 
Wolf Foundation 

Michael and Christine Gravlin

Harold S. Hansen & Naomi 
H. Bodenstab Foundation

Linda and Craig Hanson

Linda and Carlton Hopp

John and Wilma Hultman

Carolyn and Jess Miller

Bruce Monroe and 
Cynthia Giacobone

Amy and Sean Muldoon

Melba and Paul Panhorst

David E. Reese Family 
Foundation

Richard and Judith Rovetto

Kevin and Lisa Russell

Louise Schlief

Nancy Templeton

Sue and Norm Ulbrich

Dawn Waggett

Avace and Bruce Wildie

Benzie County Land Protection

Jon and Mary Armstrong

�e Arvidson Family

Constance and Michael Barnes

Royce and Marj Beers

Priscilla Belden

Bill and Patrice Bobier

Suzanne and �omas 
Bohnhorst

Paul and Amanda Brink

Gary and Beverly Brouwer

Kathleen Campbell

Richard Cooper and 
Jan Tennant

Cooper-Gerhart Forestry

�e Dental Advisor

Roger and Helen Dewey

Rita Ann Doerr

Elizabeth G. and 
Stanley F. Dole

Kathy Dols and Al Stevenson

Earl and Anne Dryden

Maggie Duncan

Cheryl and Bill Dundon

Sue and Charles Ecker

Kenneth and Janet Engle

John and Char Ester

Chad and Monica Evans

Charles Fahlgren and 
Kay Harley

Curtis and Karen Ferber

Robert and Lee Foerster

Ruth Forrest

Franke Family Dentistry

Frankfort Garden �eater

Elizabeth and Keith Gaiser

Susanne Glynn

Ward and Margaret Griffen

Lorrie Groenevelt

Kathleen and Mark Guy

John and Kelly Hall

Deborah and Michael Haller

Buzz, Karen and Luman Hejl

Jean Hilbert

Philip Hill and Elizabeth 
Rodgers

Jim and Diana Huckle

Jennifer and Brian Jaffe

Gerald Jehle

Fran Johnson

Gary and Carol Johnson

Raymond and Beverly Jusick

Debra Kehr

Linda Kehr

�omas and Susan Kehr

John and Connie Kerns

Debra Lewis and Kevin Nagy

James and Christina 
MacInnes

Robert and Nancy Marshall

Robert and Jane McElroy

Lawrence and Joan McKay

Bill Moorey Family

Marie Moorey

Larry Munsey and 
Brenda Corner

Jean and Larry Neuhardt

Mary Pitcher

John Puetz

Jane Purkis

Charles and Judith Retallick

Louise and John Ryan

Wylie and Donald Schaffer

Barbara Schneider

Bob and Mary Scholl

Jane and Roger Schultz

Gregory Seman

Heather and Rick Shumaker

Leah Sirrine

Evan Smith and Cynthia 
Anderson

Steve and Lynn Stephens

Jane Stevenson

Craig and Mary Stucky

Gary and Carol Tasch

Ann and Al Taylor

Dean and Maureen Templeton

Dori Turner

LAND PRESERVATION AND 
PROTECTION PROJECTS
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Benzie County Land Protection continued

Judy Twigg

Richard Urquhart

Wendy and Donald Urquhart

Robert VanDragt and 
Jackie Norton

Susan Vigland

John and Lynn Vinkemulder

Hank and Bonnie Visser

Suzanne Voltz

Kathryn Vreeland-Rapai 
and Joseph Rapai

Margaret Wade

Peter and Nancy Weir

Keith and Judith Westphal

John Robert Williams 
and Terrie Taylor

Frank and Beverly Winders

John and Marylou Zaloudek

Camp Maplehurst

Anonymous

Fred and Michelle Cepela

E. Todd Collins

Sue and Tom Dionne

Elizabeth G. and 
Stanley F. Dole

Fred Farage Jr. and 
Carl Strebel

Norman and Mary Anne Frey

Arnold and Rochelle Goodman

Marcia and Ross Graham

Liz Hardy and Tom Kienbaum

Joyce and Garland Hicks

Elizabeth and Fillipe Iorio

Rachel Iorio

Robert and Karen Kingon

Joanne and John Kreag

Paula Mazzer

Deborah Menninga

Morrissey Equip Corp

Andrew and Trish Narwold

Stephen and Ann Norman

Greg and Susan Payne

Gary and Lyn Petty

Diana Raddatz

Keith Ross and Loise Doud

David and Stephanie Strolle

Kathy and Paul Weiner

Bruce and Dorothy Wierman

Walter and Dolores Wurst

Milton Township Beach

Allen-Birge Charitable Trust

Anonymous

Robert and Elizabeth 
Atkinson

James Ball

W. Dean and Carol Bigelow

Robert Boisvert

Deborah Bunker

Margaret Bushnell

Julie and Albert Catallo

Max and Reatha Cochran

William and Paula Cordes

Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard Crout

Charles Ellinwood

�e Natalie Field Foundation

Norman and Mary Anne Frey

Gary and Karen Gabriel

Dean and Sharon Ginther

Grand Traverse Regional 
Community Foundation

Jane Greenfield

�e Duane Hefty Family

Herrington-Fitch Family 
Foundation

Hildreth Foundation

Stanley and Betty Holzhauer

Mary and Jeffrey Huspeni

Robert and Karen Kingon

Donna and Jerry Klinefelter

Jerry and Judy Kulka

Joseph and Norma Mariage

James and Judith McDivitt

Friends of Milton Township

Rebecca and Tyler Morris

Doris Norling

James and Denise Patton

Sarah and Lawrence Peck

William and Leone Renis

Kent and Mary Ann Reynolds

�e John Riley Family

�e Edward and Elyse Rogers 
Family Foundation

Don Schuster

Amy and Clark Shuler

Melinda and Chris Weinzapfel

James and Gera Witte

Misty Acres: The Borwell Preserve

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation

Glacial Hills Pathway 
and Natural Area

Short’s Brewing Company

Land Acquisition Fund

Carls Foundation

James Gibson and Marzena Fryc Gibson

John J. Helstrom Memorial Fund 
of the Community Foundation 
for Muskegon County

Maple Bay Farm House 
Renovation

Scott, Jane and Luke Fochtman

�omas and Deborah McMullen

James Whipple

Chain of Lakes 
Watershed Dole 
Family Foundation 
Sub Fund

Dole Family Foundation

Coastal Dune 
Protection

�omas and Suzanne Scott

Falender Family 
Endowed Fund

James and Fran Falender

Farmland Protection
Brookby Foundation

Chemical Bank

Leonard Goodman
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Old Mission Peninsula Land Protection

Katherine Aldrich

Lois and David Baru

Cara Binder

Century 21 Northland

Charles and Jeannie Chapin

Brian Chodoroff and 
Patricia Benson

Peter and Patricia 
Fink

Marcia Gest

Cathy Groves

Chris Holmes

Eileen Huntzicker

Susan Huntzicker

Mariel Foundation

Ann and Gary Moeller

Himanshu and Heena  
Patel

Mary Peters and  
Patrick Mcmanaman

Janette and Alan  
Pivitt

Ralph L. & Winifred E. 
Polk Foundation

Joni Stover

Shaw & Betty Walker 
Foundation

Pelizzari Natural Area

Anonymous

Mack and Lorraine Beers

Burnette Foods, Inc.

Phyllis and Brent Cooley

John and Gina Erb

Martha and Philip George

Pam, Jason, Sylvia and 
Aaron Jones

John and �eresa Pelizzari

Dave Murphy and Sue Peters

Marilynn and Jim Pecott

Pamela and Charles Pelizzari

Patricia Pelizzari

Douglas and Kelly Wright

Petobego State Game Area Addition

Dole Family Foundation

Scott, Jane and Luke Fochtman

Barb and Gregory Mort Kate Pearson and Steve Cruzen Bob‡ and Grace Rudd

Preserve Stewardship Endowment

Marlene and Terry Caszatt

Tom and Linda Farrell

Ward and Margaret Griffen

Rick and Chris Halbert

Jennifer and Brian Jaffe

Linda Kehr

Vic Lane

Robert and Nancy Marshall

Ann and Al Taylor

Pyatt Lake Stewardship

Michael Conway

William and Karen Tasch

Railroad Point Natural Area Addition

Crystal Lake & Watershed 
Association

Roger and Helen Dewey John and Kathy Walthorn Mac and Marilyn 
Whisner

Severance Creek Conservation Easement

Anonymous (3) Ken and Frances Bluhm Robert and Sheridan Haack

Skegemog Lake Wildlife Area

Community Foundation Evelyn A. and Charles H. Drummond 
Skegemog Lake Wildlife Area Education Endowment

Kathleen Gober-Waggoner and Rod Gober

Allen Janis

Stanek Farm

Dennis Arouca and 
Anne Treadway

Brookby Foundation

Brian and Robin Dailey

George Fabe Fund of the 
Greater Cincinnati 
Foundation

Douglas Gage and Cheryl Sisk

Christopher Gores

Bill and Kirty Heald

Louise Ladd Charitable Fund

Ken and Susan Morrison

Dick and Joanie Paulsen

Monnie Peters

Ralph L. & Winifred E. 
Polk Foundation

Kathy Polk Osborne

Ms. Susan Scyphers and 
Mr. Charles Scyphers

Mary and William Swift

David and Sara Taft

Emily Todd

Shaw & Betty Walker 
Foundation

Warrington Foundation

Railroad Point Natural Area

Anonymous

Mary Jane Meier
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Stewardship

Christina Boothman Flory-Shultz Charitable 
Gift Fund

Ma-Me-Ne-Sewong 
Garden Club

Trapp Farm Nature Preserve

Royce and Marj Beers

Ronald Chao

John and Lynn  
Collins

Deerhaven Family Dentistry

Grand Traverse Oral  
Surgery

Patrick and Mary Kelly

William Lee

Jan Manning

Northway Orthodontics

Robert and Diane Portenga

Wesson and Janie Schulz

Kris Stegmann

David Swan

Timbers Recreation Area

Frederick and Lisa Brodeur Andrew M. Vander Molen Foundation

Torch Ridge Farm Easement

Robert and Anna Barron 

Robert and Leslie 
Cooper

Bob and Pam 
Currey

Dottie Gerrity

Jeffrey Green, MD and 
Donna Green, DDS

�e Lorimer Family 
Charitable Fund

Denny and Deb Malone

Terence Malone

Robert and Susan McLean

Richard and Diana Milock

Carl and Zan Palmer

Susan and �omas Palmer

Gilbert and Mary Richards

Samuel and Veronica Smith

Joy and �eodore Whittlesey

Trail Creation and Maintenance

Michael and Kathleen Bruno Patrick and Carol Conway

Wilcox-Palmer-Shah Addition

Anonymous

Wayne Appleton and 
Laura Septic

Jeanne Boyd

Patrick and Carole Brady

David and Marcia Carney

Dr. Salvatore and Mary 
Castronovo

Gary and Mary Chenoweth

Daniele and Michael Cobb

John and Edith Davies

Graydon and Sherri DeCamp

Shirley Denman

J. Bennett and Tauna 
Donaldson

John and Ruth Edick

Jeffrey and Sandra Ehlers

Jack and Donna Fahlen

Rhea Kish

Fred Kraft and Gayle Davis

Ellen Kurath

James Lagowski

Jean Livingston

Nell and Lee Lockhart 
and Lynn Guernsey

Jane and James Lund

Tim Lund

Charlotte Marx

Edson Murray

Steve and Lucy Polemitis

Patricia and Brian Pulver

Arnold and Joan Ratkowski

Conrad and Adele Reiter

�eodore and Maureen 
Robinson

Frank and Joanne Rosengren

Philip Ruedi and Laura Staich

Jean Schurch

Victor Schwenke

Robert and Michelle Stephanoff

Lester and Joanne Teague

Norman Veliquette

Ellen and Rick Wojtowicz

�omas and Kaye Yocum

Robert and Elizabeth 
Zurschmiede

Wintergreen Woods Nature Preserve

Charlene Abernethy 
and Mike Gill

Dayne Bess and Pam Reno

Jeanne Boyd

Paul and Amanda Brink

David and Marcia Carney

Gary and Mary Chenoweth

Daniele and Michael Cobb

Jo Collins

Graydon and Sherri DeCamp

Daniel DeWitt and 
Lisa Deferrari

David and Claudia Fry

Michael Grusenmeyer

Kathleen and Mark Guy

Floyd and Jana Hassett

Susan Helton

Wayne and Ruthanne Kladder

Sanford and Ellen Kossek

James Lagowski

Jane and James Lund

Kathy Magliochetti

Charlotte Marx

Steve and Lucy Polemitis

Conrad and Adele Reiter

David Simpson and Anne 
Pawlak-Simpson

J. Terry and Barbara Stein

Vern and Joan Steinfort

Eric and Julie VanderHaagen

Norman Veliquette

Ellen and Rick Wojtowicz

John and Marylou Zaloudek

Pat Zigarmi
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PRIVATE LAND PROTECTION
While the parks and nature preserves we protect are open to and enjoyed by the public, more than half of the 
land we have permanently protected are private properties whose owners have generously granted conservation 
easements. We monitor these properties annually, often hand-in-hand with the land owners, to answer questions 
and to ensure that conservation values — the health and wealth of these precious lands – are maintained forever. 
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the following land owners:

Acme Township

Alan Adams

Dorance and Julia Amos

Roland and Marilyn 
Andreasson

Anonymous (2)

Antrim County

Baillio Company

Mark and Elizabeth Banker

Mark and Karen Barbera

Bash Enterprises

�omas and Ardis Bauer

Bay Harbor Club Association

Bayshore Real Estate 
Associates #1

Margaret Beck

Leon and Shirley Beal

Bill and Marti Beals

Michael and Leah Bell

Robert and Barbara Below

Linda and Craig Bethke

Roland and Katy Bielert

Boardman Township

Philip Bolton

Rudrick and Mary 
Ellen Boucher

Ruth Briggs

Lee and Richmond Brown

James and Justine Buck

Keith Burns

Jon Bylsma and Jennifer 
Johnston

Kathryn Bytwerk

Pat Capps

Archibald Carey

David and Nancy Carey

John Carey

Andrew and Andrea Carolus

Shirley Carris

Marlene and Terry Caszatt

Cedar River Group, LLC.

Charles and Jeannie Chapin

David and Jody Charlton

Glen and Rebecca Chown

City of Traverse City

Tom and Janice Cook

Richard Cooper and 
Jan Tennant

PHOTO BY NATE RICHARDSON
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Ella Cooper-Froehlich

Croft, LLC

Crystal Highlands 
Owners’ Association

Richard and Linda Cushman

James Dalley and 
Lois Brennan

Jeannette and Luc De Vigan

Alice and Jerry Deck

Development Engineering

G. Michael and Barbara 
DeGraeve

Michael and Claudia Delp

Michael and Ann DeVries

Harold and Edna DeYoung

Lance and Allyson Docken

J. Bennett and Tauna 
Donaldson

Deborah Doyle

Roger and Angelica Dunlap

Earl and Susan Dutton

Julie and Jim Dutton

Martin Easling

Laurie Eberhardt and 
Peter Martin

Kenneth Edwards

Phil Edwards and Laura Reid

Ralph and Mary 
Ellen Edwards

Russell A. and Pat Ehler

Phil and Rita Ellington

Jeff Elliott

Daniel Ellis

Evans Brothers Fruit Company

James Fisher

Laura Fisher

Fountain Head Vineyards

Chip and Terrie Frey

Cameron and Dawn Fuller

Garfield Township

G.D.O. Investments LLC

John Gehring

Brian and Lisa Getty

Jeremy Gibson and 
Carolyn McDonald

Gordon Gienow

Judy Gienow

Ron and Diane Gillison

Matthew Godlewski and 
Jacob Whitman

James and Sharon Goodheart

Charles and Bethany 
Goodman

Ann and Harold Gurian

Donald and Heidi Hamilton

�omas Hanna

Alan and Carol Hart

Jed and Dawn Hemming

David and Barbara Henton

Todd Herber

Jane and Carol Highsaw

Frances Housman

Russell and Kay Hughes

Mark Hullman

Dean and Kurt Iverson

Alice Jeffers

David Kelley

David and Katy Kern

Tom Kladzyk

Anthony Kramer and 
Barbara Bailey

Brent and Tami Kroll

Bruce and Libby Krone

Louise Ladd

Cliff Larkins

Leelanau Conservancy

William Lentz

Joe and Kathy Lessard

James and Judy Leto

Ryan and Logan Lockman

Long Lake Township

Calvin Lutz

Charles Lyon

T. Grace Macdonald

Susie Mackay

Bob and Kris Mampe

Robert and Lois Manigold

Francia Mann

Kirk Marckwald and 
Christine Desser

Dirk and Mary Martin

William and Joan McCool

McGuire Real Estate 
Company LLC

Robert and Joni Metiva

Amy and Dan Meyer

Jean Meyer

Philip and Connie Micklin

Kelly and Debra Miller

�e Philip E. Miner 
Revocable Trust

Susan Montei

Neahtawanta Resort 
Association

Steve and Kathleen Newman

Scott Nugent

Wendy O’Brien

Leobardo and Carmelita 
Ocanas

OCS Watervale Ltd.

John O’Hair

OHK-SEK

Peter Ohrnberger

Brad Oleson

DJ and Lisa Oleson

�e Oleson Foundation

Dustin and Kim Ordway

Paradise Township

Paul Pelica

James Petrie

Gary Pomeroy

James and Anne Porritt

Steve Pray

Brian Price

Brian and Dodie Putney

Charlotte Putney

Loy Putney

Putney Real Estate 
Holdings, LLC.

Marvin and Jodi Radtke

Charles and Abby 
Rammelkamp

Eric and Joni Rammelkamp

�e Ranke Family Partnership

Ray Ravary and Mary Carlton

RF Reiley Family 
Partners, LTD

Rick and Kay Rieck

Riverview Gun Club

Phyllis Robinson

Robert and Penelope Rosi

Rotary Camps & 
Services of TC

Herb and Kristin Roth

Wayne and Joan Rowe

Ralph and Patricia Rugan

John and Margaret Sargent

Michael and Melissa Scanlon

Nathan Schultz and 
Stephanie Woodfin

Nancy Seasholes

Send Brothers 
Properties L.L.C.

Shaffer Family Partnership

David and Ingrid Shambaugh

George and Roberta 
Shambaugh

Gary Shanker

Michael and Shanna Shea

Virginia Shover

Steve and Carol Shuckra

Peggy and Kimberly Simpson

Richard and Diane Simpson

Loring Sims and 
Edward Smith

Russell and Kim Sims

Nicklaus Slocum

Dale and Carolyn Smith

Julie and John Smith

Donald and Glenna Southwell

Reg Sprik

William and Patty Springstead

Anne Starr and Kristin Hall

David Steffey

Lois Szumera and 
Gene Gerring

David and Sara Taft

Barry and Arreta �ompson

Terry and Constance Timm

Jennifer Tobias and 
Tom McCracken

Tosebo Clubhouse, LLC.

Sally Van Vleck

Kenneth Vanhouten

Village of Kalkaska

Andrew Villov

Roy and Pamela Volkening

Randall Vyverberg

Melinda Wagner 2014 
Revocable Living Trust

Watervale

Wayne and Joan Webber

Wellington Real Estate 
Holdings, LLC.

Greg White

John Wilkinson and Robin 
Silva-Wilkinson

Windward Partnership

John and Charlotte Wuepper

Isaiah Wunsch and 
Colleen Valco

Shelby Ziegler
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